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March 28th Black Business Realize Your Own Business
Networking Event------------------ Potential -——------------------------by Candace K. Clarke
Challenger Staff Writer
Are you a potential
business owner looking to
network and learn more?
Are you a business owner
looking to expand your
marketing potential? If so,
your opportunity may lay
ahead.
On Thursday,
March 28th, from 5 to 8
p.m., St. Petersburg’s
Bayfront Center’s Sun
Pavilion will host a net
working opportunity for
black businesses through
out Hillsborough and
Pinellas counties. This
event is part of a series
geared toward promoting
black businesses through
out the bay, and will culmi
nate with the release of the
2002 edition of the
African-American Listing
directory.
If you are interested in
boosting your business’
revenues, this has been
recognized as the event to
attend. The Hands Across
the Bay series is hosted by
both the St. Petersburg
Area Black Chamber of
Commerce (SPABCC) and
the Tampa Bay Academy

Lorian Williams
of Hope, Inc, and is receiv
ing" sponsorship frbm
SouthTrust Bank. In con
junction with several
prominent African-Amer
ican leaders and organiza
tions in the community, the
SPABCC and the Tampa
Bay
Academy
have
worked together to pull off
this project, determined to
stimulate the . economic
strength of Tampa Bay’s
black businesses. The $10
cost of the event is money
that will go towards help
ing inner city organiza
tions.
Sicily
Wilson,
of
WTVT 13, -will be the
Mistress of Ceremonies, in

an affair that will have

entertainment, food; and
door prize giveaways for
guests to enjoy. With the
support of the Pinellas and
Hillsborough city commis
sioners, and local business
organizations such as the
SPABCC, the networking
series potential is great.
Various members of the
SPABCC will showcase a
booth at the meet-andgreet, including publica
tions such as The Weekly
Challenger.
Lorian Williams, Exe
cutive Director of the
SPABCC, recognizes the
positive impact that this
event will have. In its 3rd
year of operation, her
organization assists a num
ber of businesses that are
in start-up mode or looking
to expand. The SPABCC
has helped to promote
other organizations in the
community, such as the
City of St. Petersburg’s
Business
Development
Center, and assists small
businesses through train
ing seminars, workshops,
and networking events;

Networking
continued on pg. 7

WE BELIEVE
IN PEOPLE

Youth Skills
Program At PTEC
Makes A World of
Difference
photo by Candace Clarke

Arlender Melson accepts expansion loan check from
Micro-Business rep, Pat Denney.
by Candace K. Clarke
Challenger Staff Writer
ST. PETERSBURG If there’s one thing that
many of us hold onto, it’s
the dream of owning our
own business. The ability
to be one’s own boss, and
the opportunity to work in
a chosen career path is a.
dream worth holding onto.
With the help of MicroBusiness, USA, that dream
can be put into action. On
Monday, March 11, MicroBusiness USA helped
another local business,
Arlender’s Bundles of Joy,
get closer to their dream in
awarding them a loan to

expand their operation.
There are over 25 mil
lion small businesses with
in the US. Micro-Business
USA recognizes the desire
of working class individu
als, who might be hindered
by credit problems or are
hesitant to make the com
mitment towards business
ownership. For several
years now, the company
has worked within the
Tampa Bay area, assisting
many in the AfricanAmerican community get
started, providing counsel
ing, group support, and
loan
options.
Recent
awards include the Small

Business Administration
Financial
Services
Advocate of the Year 2001 State of Florida and USA
Presidential Award for
Excellence in Micro-enterprise Development.
Micro-Business USA is
just one of the many com
panies that work in the City
of St. Petersburg’s Bus
iness Development Center,
located at 1045 16th Street
South, in the Bethel
Community Church build
ing. Other organizations
such as the University of
South Florida and the St.

Potential
continued on pg. 7

What Are They Doing Now? Chevy, GMAC and SAVE
Program Help Stop Violence in
Tampa Schools--------------------------

Red’s Snack Shak
by Baheenah Hazika-Zuna
Where in the world isRed from "Red’s Snak
Shak?"
I need me one of those
Big Red Cheeseburgers. I
want some of those good
ol’ fries. I want to suck my
brains out trying to drink a
pineapple
milkshake
through a straw. Where are
those specially made
chicken gizzards you can’t
buy anywhere else? I want
to eat some of that chicken
that tastes so good with hot
sauce on it.
Hey Red, don’t you
think you been closed long
enough?
I want to drive around
the comer at 1 am and get
me something to eat
because I know Red’s
Snak Shak will be open. I
want to stand at the win
dow and smell the meat
cooking and dance a little
jig as they bag up my

goodies for me to take
home.
I waiit to watch all the
late night snackers, like
myself, gathering after an
evening of fun and revelry
opening their bags of hot
wings and sauce even
before leaving the parking
lot.
Hey Red, don’t you
think you been closed long
enough?
I realize there was a fire
in August of 200lat the
1701 16th St. S restaurant
but I was expecting a
grand re-opening by now. I
want to see that "Yes We
Are Open" sign in the
door.
Red, whose real name
is Clayton Ferguson is one
of the most philanthropic
black businesspersons in
St. Petersburg. Not only
does he give his time and
money but there have also
been many occasions when

donated refreshments were
needed and one bite of the
fried chicken told you Red
was the silent benefactor.
Over the years many
things have happened in
front of Red’s place but for
most of us the memories of
that comer will be the
great food and laughs that
were shared in the wee
hours of the dark trying to
get something to satisfy
the midnight munchies.
Doggone
it
Red,
you’ve been closed long
enough, I want something
to eat.
Harambee!
Note: I talked to Red
recently and he said he
would re-open in approxi
mately five weeks or less.
Now that’s what I’m talk
ing about.

Presrt Std
U.S. Postage
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by Candace K. Clarke
days, kids have the threat
Challenger Staff Writer
of violence to contend with
Last Thursday, March on a consistent level. Most
13th,
proud
parents, of the serious violent
administrators, and stu crimes occurred in middle
dents gathered at Tampa’s and high schools. While
Raymond James Stadium, these statistics are down in
in an effort to ward of vio recent years, the tragedy of
lence in the bay area. Columbine High school
Together, the SAVE pro still lingers. While Tampa
gram, and Chevrolet, Bay has been saved from
GMAC, through its own (such a magnitude of vio
Chevy ROCK program, lence, safety and preven
awarded $500 to 14 Tampa tion are still issues within
schools. This is just a por our schools. SAVE and
tion of the $80,000 that Chevy, GMAC, have
Chevy, GMAC will be teamed to protect our cam
donating for non-violence puses and keep our kids
initiatives throughout ; the safe.
nation.
SAVE, which stands
We know that things for Students Against
have changed. Violence, Violence
Everywhere,
theft, drugs, and guns have began in 1989, by a student
taken over parents con and teacher from a North
cerns as their children Carolina high school, after
enter the school system. one student was shot while
According to the latest sta trying to break up a fight.
tistics released by the Since then, more than 800
Department of Justice, stu chapters have been estab
dents between the ages of lished throughout the US A
12-18 are victims of more and Canada, as teachers
than 2.7 million total and students alike have
crimes at school, as these grown frustrated by the

effects of violence in their
schools. This effort has
now reached the bay area,
as students fight to keep
their schools safe.
Chevrolet general man
ager Kurt Ritter, in an ini
tiative to help foster safety
through education, found
ed ROCK in 2000. To
date, Chevy has donated
more than $800,000 to
SAVE’s national chapters.
In recognition of local
efforts, Cheyy, GMAC,
through its ROCK pro
gram (Reaching Out to
Communities and Kids),
awarded local elementary,
middle, and high schools
the grant money in order to
keep up the fight and fund
non-violence educational
activities.
Dr. Pamela Riley, who
has served as the pro
gram’s executive director
since its inception in 1993,
was present at the stadium,
a location chosen by the
Chevy promoters. With

by Terri P. Murph
Youth Skills Program,
PTEC
A helping hand is all
they need. Someone to
take an interest in helping
them redirect their lives.
For some youths in
Pinellas County, this type
of positive action has made
a world of difference.
Where does this help come
.from? Pinellas Technical
Education Centers (PTEC),
in
conjunction
with
WORKNet Pinellas, (Bon
nie Moore, Director), has
provided much of the need
ed assistance in helping to
tum around the lives of
many 16 to 20 year olds
who may have otherwise
fallen through the cracks.
The Youth Skills pro
gram, is designed to help
disadvantaged youth from
all cultures who may be:
homeless,' a runaway,
youthful offender, single
parent, high school drop
out, or current/former fos
ter child, remain in or
return to mainstream socie
ty by providing education
al opportunities, career
counseling, life skills
courses and career place
ment assistance. The pro
grams are available at
PTEC’s St. Petersburg and
Clearwater
campuses.
Students enrolled must
adhere to strict guidelines,
but in doing so they receive
a financial stipend, adult
mentoring, non-cash incen
tives and other opportuni
ties.
There are many success
stories that have come
from this program. In the

coming weeks, The Weekly
Challenger will serve to
spotlight some of these
youths who are moving
forward with their lives,
despite sometimes-insurmountable odds. (To pro
tect the confidentiality of
minors in the program,
their names will be
changed and their pictures
will not be shown).
Youth Skills
Spotlight: Melody
Morrison

Photo by Susan Borsari, PTEC

Melody Morrison
Melody Morrison is not
supposed to be here. She
has endured things in her
21 years that would break
most grown men. She
could be living on the
streets, with a few babies,
from different daddies, and
using crack or some other
substance to wake her up in
the morning and put her to
sleep at night. Instead,

PTEC
continued on pg. 7
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WELCOME! NEW ADVERTISERS
The Weekly Challenger welcomes

the following new advertisers:

Tampa Bay Devil Rays, House of God PGT,
Serenity Memorial Funeral Home
It’s a NEW Season! It’s a NEW Team! Check out YOUR NEW RAYS on Page 14. Make your
choice of worship an informed one. Check out the House of God PGT ad when you make your
choice on Page 12. Planning ahead always makes it easier. See how Serenity Memorial Funeral
Home can help you with your loved ones. Check out their advertisement on Page 17.
appreciates the fact that retail advertisers spend their precious dollars with us. It
is a privilege to offer their services to our readers. And we hope that as readers, you patronize their
businesses since they are investing in a product that is targeted specifically to our communities. As an
added bonus to advertisers who put their trust in the power of The Weekly Challenger, we want to call
attention to them as they begin to appear in our paper.
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OPINIONS
A Living Memorial to Cleveland Johnson, Jr.

The Weekly Challettyer

“Black People Must Sell As Well As Buy Else Remain A Beggar Race
Cleveland Johnson, Publisher
(1967-2001)
Barry A. McIntosh...............................General Manager
The Weekly Challenger Office:
2500 M.L. King Jr. (9th) Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727)896-2922
Fax (727) 823-2568
email: tchallen@tampabay.rr.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com

THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords
to every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his
human and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no
man... the Black Press strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt as long as anyone is
held back.
MEMBER

Southeast Black
Publishers
Association
inc.

Few individuals make
a major impact on others
during their lifetime. Even
less accomplish things that
remain in memory after
they pass. Mr. Cleveland
Johnson is an exception to
both. His philosophy was
clear and simple. One
could not argue about his
focus and how it was the
catalyst that influenced the
vision of countless people
who met him.
Mr. Johnson was an
entrepreneur in the truest
sense. He created a suc
cessful newspaper, The
Weekly Challenger, out of
virtually nothing, and in
doing so he controlled his
destiny, and helped others
do the same. That is what

he preached incessantly; be more than selling has per
in control of your own des petuated some level of sub
tiny. To achieve that sort of jugation.
freedom, one must sell, and
An
often-repeated
even more importantly, sell story from those who tried
what belongs to them, not as they could to write sto
someone else’s product or ries for him was his
service. In other words, response to essentially "go
find yourself a business, sell an ad, and keep your
work it, be successful at it, story." He promoted the
and thus dramatically re participation in commercial
duce your dependence up enterprise, controlling your
on others for support. destiny. In addition, he
Working for someone else, backed up what initially
and having them control seemed like a harsh request
your income, has relegated by taking so many under
many African-Americans his wings and training them
to a beggar race, in some to "sell." This town is filled
cases more severely than with people who took his
others. Nevertheless, as advice, and are forever
Mr. Johnson experienced it, indebted to Mr. Johnson for
working for someone else, the .success they’ve aand buying and spending chieved.

For those of us who
were not privileged to meet
Mr. Johnson and fully un
derstand his philosophy, it
does us well to understand
the import of the words,
"Black People Must Sell
As Well As Buy, Else
Remain A ‘Beggar Race.’"
This is critically important
when we look at this equa
tion from the buying side.
For example, the National
Urban League reported that
during the decade of the
90s, "African-American
buying power increased
almost 73 percent." The
challenge we face with that
increase in disposable in
come is the problem with
too much spending.
Moreover, a 1997 U.S.

Census Bureau report
showed that Blacks spent
from .5 - 15% more
money, on average, than all
American consumers for
necessities like Food, Tele
phone, Utilities, Clothing,
and Major Appliances.
Another study by the
National Tour Association
showed that the Black fam
ily median income was
54% - 65% of white fami
lies in the four age groups
35-44, 45-54, 55-64, and
65+. Conversely, the same
study reported that a Black
family earning $30,000 a
year spends as much as a
white
family earning
$50,000, No wonder that
Mr.
Johnson stressed
"Selling" over "Buying."

The net result: a negative
net worth for a significant
majority of African-Ameri
cans when compared to
white Americans with com
parable incomes.
"Cleve," as many af
fectionately called him, is
no longer here, but the
stark reality of our plight
remains. It thus does us all
well to reflect heavily on
what motivated him, his
legacy: "Black People
Must Sell As Well As Buy,
Else Remain A ‘Beggar
Race’," lest we find our
selves failing to heed Mr.
Johnson’s warning issued
out of love and respect for
all of us!

denied to him, housing will
be denied to him, credit,
loans, and other essentials
of living will be denied to
him because he is a con
victed felon. One who will
have had served his time.
This same person is
also a tax-payer, before,
during, and after his incar
ceration, yet hasn’t been
given his voting rights
back.

At what point is. the
debt paid to society? After
one year, two, ten, twenty,
or fifty? Or longer? How,
long does a man have to be
incarcerated before he can
again be looked upon as a
citizen of this country?
When will he have his
rights restored? Again,
when is the debt paid?
When will society
open its arms and embrace

its own? When will society
allow its convicted felon
who desires to re-enter
society as productive mem
bers be given the chance to
do just that? When is the
debt paid?

An Outstanding Debt
Wrpklg (Chalkmjrr
Published weekly on Thursdays by
The Weekly Challenger
2500 M.L. King St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 896-2922
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
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Home Delivery
$18 for 1 year • $10 for 6 months
SINGLE COPY
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by W, D, Graham
It’s common knowl
edge that there is discrimi
nation in this country. Even
with the recent events of
September 11, 2001 caus
ing a sense of patriotic
unity, it still exists. It is
only cloaked, for the time
being. Now with the reces
sion the veil will be lifted.
However, I am not refer
ring to the types of dis-

criminations that are preva
lent in the headlines. I’m
referring to a discrimina
tion that is so ingrained
that it is not consciously
viewed as being discrimi
nation. I’m speaking about
social discrimination. I’m
speaking about how socie
ty blatantly turns its back
on its fellow citizens who
were once incarcerated.
Keep in mind that the

concept of our penal sys
tem once was that when a
person commits a crime,
that person is made to “pay
their debt to society” by
way of incarceration.
Actually, that “debt” is
never paid. Upon release, a
convicted felon will have
countless doors of opportu
nity slammed in his face,
both figuratively as well as
literally. Jobs will be

Mr. W. D. Graham
Hardee Correctional Insti
tute, 6901 State Rd. 62,
Bowling Green, FL 33834
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Letter To The Editor
Governor Bush Gets
His Way --------- ——
I think that this was an
excellent opportunity for
the Governor and the
House to agree to make a
vast difference in funding
Florida’s public schools,
but again they refused to
do anything significant for
Florida’s school children.
Instead they are going to
throw scraps to public
schools and hold out their
chests and say look at what
we have done for you.
They have had a great
opportunity to make a sig
nificant impact on schools,
but they have chosen to
give tax breaks to the rich
and famous. We, as educa
tors and voters, need to
take this as a slap in the
face, and remember not to
cast our votes for him in

November. He is not the
Education
Governor,
rather he is Big Business
Governor. Big Business
gets all the best that
Governor Bush has to
offer.
It is time for us to
stand up and be counted.
Teachers and parents alike,
because we are all in this
together. We are fighting
for your children and our
students, and we want the
best for them. Let the
teachers on your staff and
the parents of the children
that you teach know that
we are in a dogfight to
elect a governor who is
sensitive to the needs of
Florida’s school children.
Garth Albury

Your Letters To the Editor Are Welcome.
Please Send To:
The Weekly Challenger
2500 MLK St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

!

Florida Ready to Prescribe an Overdose of
‘Big Brother’ ——
:.....
Bv Budd Bell
As Florida struggles
with a loss of revenue, bat
tles over tax reform and
worries about the impact of
redistricting, we shouldn’t
try to find ways to increase
the size and cost of govern
ment and slip in a measure
that would result in a loss
of privacy to citizens.
But that’s exactly what
Florida’s lawmakers ap
pear to be doing this ses
sion.
A measure in the
Florida legislature, which
proposes to address a prob
lem with abuse of prescrip
tion drugs, would subject
citizens to the watchful eye
of Florida’s attorney gener
al and law enforcement.
Floridians may ask

whether it’s any coinci
dence that the sponsor of
the measure is also running
for the Florida Attorney
General?
No one disputes the
need to stop any and all
problems with the abuse of
prescription drugs. But
everyone should question
the wisdom of creating a
massive bureaucracy that
will track everyone’s legit
imate prescriptions to do
so. The cost of simply get
ting the database estab
lished is estimated at more
than $1.5 million, and at
least $1.5 million annually
to maintain it. Since a lot of
the abuse is by people who
do not have legal prescrip
tions, this plan will invade
the privacy of people who

legally possess prescription
drugs.
If approved, the meas
ure, calls for the automatic
transmission of a patient’s
name, address and pre
scription information with
out the consent or knowl
edge of the patient into the
attorney general’s data
base.
We all expect our med
ical records to be private
and confidential. How
many of us want our names
and addresses secretly
added to a database of
potential drug abusers?
Supporters of the
measure claim that there
will be safeguards for pro
tecting who gets the infor
mation. They claim that a
provision will prohibit the

attorney general from shar
ing your health care infor
mation beyond the pre
scribing
practitioners,
pharmacists and law en
forcement agencies. But no
matter what the fine print
may say, under this plan,
information that has al
ways been considered con
fidential will now be sent
to the Justice Department
without your consent.
Creating a public rec
ord’s caveat after destroy
ing the long-standing tradi
tion of medical confiden
tiality is like closing the
bam door after the horse
ran out.
Among the drugs in
cluded are controlled sub
stances, such as codeine,
hydrocodone, morphine

and any other drug desig
nated by the attorney gen
eral as a "drug of abuse."
This includes common
pain medications that are
routinely used after dental
work or surgery and for
relief from very painful
diseases or conditions.
Those touting the
measure have failed to
mention just how it will
stop the problem of people
who steal these drugs. Or
how prosecutors can find
the time to chase the real
criminals if they are spend
ing so much of their time
and money monitoring
legitimate patients. Florida
residents should also ask
elected officials why the
plan omits asking for con
sent or even giving notice

.before sensitive medical
information is given to law
enforcement agencies.
People in Florida who
have health needs should
n’t be made to feel like
criminals when they go to
fill a prescription. Our law
enforcement agencies have
enough on their hands
without overdosing on red
tape that could undermine
our privacy.
The abuse of prescrip
tion drugs is a serious
problem and needs serious
answers. Elected officials
need to come up with a
new solution that won’t put
our privacy at risk.
Bell is coordinator of
the Clearinghouse on Hu
man Services in Tal
lahassee.

Enron Outrage More About Bashing Bush Than
Righting Wrongs—
——
——--------- ——-—bv Eddie Huff, Project 21
Senator Joseph Lieber
man (D-CT) rang the din
ner bell, calling the starved
and downtrodden media to
feast on their first real bite
of Bush-flesh since the
election.
The media had been
hungering since the inau
guration. Then came Lie
berman's trial balloon:
someone needs to look at
the connection between
Enron and the White
House.
Until then, there was
nothing of substance to
hang on W. Since the 9/11
attacks, the President's poll
numbers were high at one
point, the highest ever
recorded.
So starved and desper
ate were the media that the
Bush daughters' drinking

habits once were elevated
to near Clinton/Lewinsky
proportions. The drinking
story didn't catch on, so it's
easy to understand the
media's excitement. Fat
from eight years of juicy
scandal then virtually
starved, the media were
thrown a steak in the form
of the Enron "scandal."
Enron is no Whitewater, and Lieberman and
those stirring the pot know
it. But Bush's astronomical
ratings call for drastic
action. For liberals, espe
cially those in the Senate
being pounded for their
legislative inaction, the
Enron affair came like rain
to a man dying of thirst.
Here's the scandal in a
nutshell. Enron executives
- with the help of their ac
countants, lawyers and fi-

nancial analysts - made
hundreds of millions while
leaving employees and
common investors high
and dry.
It is claimed Enron
heads sought help from the
Bush Administration to
bolster the company, but
the Administration appar
ently - and correctly - did
not use government powers
to help the company.
What is the White House
impropriety claimed by lib
erals? Is it that the White
House did not help Enron
when it called? What
would be said if Enron had
been bailed out? If the
Bush Administration did or
should have known what
was up at Enron, why did
n't Wall Street? That's the
job of Wall Street financial
analysts.

Enron was a big con
tributor to the Bush cam
paign. But one must dig to
learn that liberals like
Senator Chuck Schumer
(D-NY) and Represen
tative Sheila Jackson Lee
(D-TX) also received
Enron money.
Bush
received
$100,000 for his national
presidential
campaign,
while
Lee
received
$38,000 for her congres
sional race.
Driven by a desire to
politicize the news, the real
issues are ignored.
We may be missing the
real goal of Senate liberals.
By using the Enron story to
divert attention, there is no
reporting on the fact that
they are failing to act on
important legislation like
an economic stimulus plan

and a ban on cloning.
Furthermore, they use the
Enron scandal to help paint
corporate America as an
enemy of the people. In
doing so, they can continue
to say big corporations and
the wealthy are the only
ones benefiting from tax
cuts - justifying their oppo
sition to the Bush tax plan.
We could also be sinister
and say this is part of an
effort to derail a real eco
nomic stimulus plan. They
may hope the economy
will continue to fail and, if
it does so, blame the White
House. It is almost a win/
win for the liberals, if they
can pull it off.
But it can only be suc
cessful with the help of a
gullible media, so blinded
that they cannot see thenunwitting role in all of it.

While the media goes on
this wild goose chase,
those hurt by the activities
at Enron are not helped.
Furthermore, there has
been more money lost as a
result of this reckless
"witch hunt" than was lost
to Enron, its employees
and stockholders. Hun
dreds of companies and
millions of investors have
lost major share value on
mere hints and innuendo,
costing millions.
This
seems to escape the eye of
the dominant media. In
stead of focusing on con
structive ways to help
those hurt and how to pro
tect others in the future, our
friends in the media think
they are on a nobler quest.
I can only hope that
America is smarter than
they are.
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TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS
OPINION

by Fenn Eflery

Educate The School
Board Administration
Mrs. Nancy Bostock the invitation of qualified
represents Midtown and teachers to Pinellas, to tour
many Black ACTs (Ameri and interview, and possibly
can Citizen Taxpayers) on wind up at the "white aisle"
the Pinellas County School in the Administration
Board. She met with building. It is possible that
AAVREC members at a bad image and message
noon on Wednesday March is created - Look else
13 at the Enoch Davis where! You may not really
Center.
be wanted here. At the very
There were many least, be prepared for
questions relating to defi indoctrination by ■ fire,
ciencies in the education of because you’re alone.
Black ACT children. This
What’s important to
column will start with one understand is the mindset
area, which is symbolically behind these circum
significant. It is the Lobby/ stances. For example, as
Reception area and large we talked about the lack of
main aisle to the Personnel diversity at the Admini
Department and beyond. stration building, we got a
This is the area that is visi strong response from Mrs.
ble to visitors and especial Bostock that she would not
ly, applicants for employ ask the Superintendent to
ment. There are some 18 - hire unqualified African20 employees in this area.
American administrative
After examining the personnel! Is that what
track record of Mrs. was being suggested?
Bostock, one has to won Clearly a public guffaw
der how can a School had just occurred. Others
Board member represent attending confirmed that
Midtown and Black ACT hiring of unqualified appli
parents over years and cants had not been suggest
have such pitiful results in ed or implied, so what
her own house, one visibly , caused the mindset to read
almost devoid of Black

this in, even worse, verbal

ACTs. When questioned
on the problem, Bostock
admitted she was unaware
of the racial imbalance.
That’s exactly the point.
How can someone repre
sent the, Midtown area,
when they aren’t sensitive
to issues that are glowingly
evident to her constituents?
When this column,recently
concluded a five-part
series on racial income
gaps, it cited Census fig
ures showing that the
Median Family Income for
Black ACTs was only 4550% that of White ACTs.
The concern with the
Administration building
makes us wonder if segre
gation is alive and well,
and supported. If it isn’t
supported, can we be told
of the aggressive efforts
being undertaken to reme
dy this situation?
Doesn't it seem to take
a lot of nerve for a
Superintendent of Schools
to hold taxpayers hostage
for salary and benefit
demands, while under
achieving on affirmative
action and encouraging a
diverse view of staffing?
How can a School
Board, with some very fine
people, not recognize that
the Superintendent and
staff responsible for re
cruitment are actually
racially insensitive? It's a
new millennium and better
diversity in hiring is almost
a norm. It needs to be the
norm.
The question becomes,
is the exclusively white
area visible to visitors and
particularly,
applicants
sending a message? What
effect does this have on the
recruitment of Black ACT
teachers? Taxpayers fund

ize it?
Are we saying that
there is an availability
problem among Black
ACT residents to fill some
of these posts? Are we to
understand that searches
outside Pinellas can yield
no results? Just the sound
of that screams - ridicu
lous.
It is perhaps due to
these reasons that there is
suspicion, doubt and mis
trust of the School Board
and Administration on the
part of AAVREC members,
and
the
community,
according to Vyrle Davis,
newly re-elected Chairman
of AAVREC.
Though Vyrle Davis (a
former District/Area Su
perintendent) is modest
and seeks little coverage
for AAVREC, this column
would be unbalanced not
to mention the strong job
he did in chairing the meet
ing, with broad participa
tion. Obviously, employ
ment, • particularly as
viewed at the Admini
stration Building received
the most discussion.
According to Solomon
Stephens, Assistant Super
intendent, Office of Equal
Opportunity, they are
attempting
to
make
changes to effect more
diversity, by way of trans
fers. He confirmed that a
Black ACT has not been
present in the area of ques
tion for at least the past
couple years, after a long
time Black employee
retired.
AAVREC and the
community anxiously await changes, because too
much is at stake... just
how inviting Pinellas
County is to prospective

employees of the school
system, teachers, adminis
trators, and staff. It’s a
chain reaction that plays a
vital role on the quality of
education of our children
and the impact that teach
ers can play on their devel
opment.
(The views expressed
by The Challenger colum
nists are not necfcssarily the
views of The Weekly
Challenger. Fenn Ellery is
a resident of St. Petersburg,
and is a member of
AAVREC, the AfricanAmerican Voter Research
and Education Committee,
and CUSP, Citizens United
in Shared Prosperity.)

Attention
All MeniST. PETERSBURG Youth on The Move, Inc.
of Pinellas County, Inc. in
collaboration with Florida
Parent Child Center has
created a Men on the
Move Program.
This event will take
place Saturday, March 23,
11:00 a.m. at Florida
Parent Child Center, 2332
Ninth St. South.
For further informa
tion, please contact Mr.
Johnson, Mr. Lee, Mrs.
Moore or Ms. Brown at
(727) 327-0026 or (727)
823-6969.

r’“— ------ . -t'-i
Blark Ifarts
March 15, 1980,
was one day dur
ing the months
of March and
April, when
scores were
injured in Klanrelated incidents
in Georgia,
Tennessee,
California,
Indiana and
North Carolina.

2nd Annual Come-Unity Day Event
SATURDAY - On
Saturday, March 30, 2002,
the 2nd Annual ComeUnity Day will be held
from 10:00 a.m. td 4:00
p.m. at the Campbell Park
Recreation Center, located
601 14th St. South.
The primary objective
of this event is to promote
unity in the Front Porch
communities.
"ComeUnity Day" is a unique
opportunity for everyone

to get to know each other,
share resources and infor
mation, and a day to expe
rience relaxation, enjoy
ment and fun.
Highlights of this
event, which is sponsored
by the Front Porch FI- St.
Petersburg Revitalization
Council, and co-sponsored
by the City of St. Peters
burg, includes, music pro
vided by WRXB Radio
Station, live entertainment,

give-aways, professional
magic and balloon show,
free food and drinks, free
health screenings, opportu
nity to meet elected offi
cials, voter registration
sign up, networking oppor
tunities, and a day to enjoy
with family and friends.
For additional informa
tion, contact Lolita A.
Dash, Community Liaison
at (727) 898-6144.

“Not Guilty” Verdict Does Not
Resolve a Mother's Pain...----by Challenger Staff Writer
Some stories are a joy
to write and some are
heartbreakers. This one
fills the latter category.
Mrs. Betty Powell con
tacted The Challenger con
cerning this incident and
the following story is
based upon some of the
information she supplied.
In October of 2000, a
young lady came home
late from school and told
her mother she was late
because some young men
had grabbed her, pulled her
into a car, took her to an
apartment and repeatedly
raped her. She also told her
now distraught mother that
she had been taken to a
second apartment and
raped again by another
three young men.
There is not a mother
anywhere that would not
have done what this moth
er did which was call the
police department and- alert
them to what her child had
said.
It turned out to be an
unfortunate situation for
the 18 year-Old young
woman and the accused
young men.
According to the young
woman’s mother she has
been in special education
for many years.
Although she has a
reported low I.Q., there is
no official documentation
to substantiate the moth-

er’s claims of her having
an emotional development
of an 8 or 9 year-old.
Findings by the sexual
assault specialist who
examined
the
young
woman shortly after the
attack,, found no marks,
welts or bruises on her
body or any genital trauma
other than what may have
occurred during a sexual
encounter between two
consenting parties.
No DNA from the
young woman or any of
the men was found on the
bed where she said she was
raped in a second apart
ment.
Betty Powell, the adop
tive mother of this former
foster child is still angry.
She feels that though the
wheels of justice turned
very slowly, they did not
grind exceedinglyfine and
is very upset that the
young men were acquitted.
The mother of one of
the accused wonders why
Powell is still attempting
to "try" the case. "It is
over, the verdict is in, why
can’t we put this behind
us?"
Truly this entire affair

has been traumatic for all
involved. Of the young
men arrested because of
these accusations, two
made bail; the others
remained ill lock up for 16
months.
A jury of six Pinellas
County citizens heard the
case and in view of the evi
dence presented to them
the verdict was rendered in
favor of the young men.
Powell wonders how could
they have not found them
guilty. The other mother
was satisfied that justice
was done and somewhere
in the middle is the real
truth.
Powell was not in the
courtroom during most of
the trial as she was a wit
ness for the prosecution.
She may be more willing
to put this all behind her if
she were to get a copy of
the trial transcript arid read
for herself what the jury
heard.
As for the young men
who stood accused, it will
not be easy- for them to get
their lives back on track
either. Truly this was a lose
- lose situation
Harambee
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94 Mazda P/U
Was 7995

Now $4935

96 Ford Ranger
Xtra Cab
Was 10995

Now $7840

99 Dodge Dakota P/U
Was 11995

Now $8537

98 Dodge Dakota
- Xtra Cab
Was 11995

98 Ford Ranger
Xtra Cab
Was 11995

97 Mazda Xtra Cab
4 WD
Was 12995

Now $8931

Now $8960

Now $9435

97 Dodge Low Top
Conv. Van
Was 13995

98 Dodge Ram P/U
Was 13995

97 Dodge 1500
P/U SLT
Was 13995

Now $9804
97 Ford Xtra Cab
Was 14995

Now $10942

Now$9855
00 Dodge Dakota
P/U
Was 15995

Now $10750
98 Dodge Dakota
Xtra Cab
Was 14995

Now $11895

- Now $11950

99 Dodge Dakota
Xtra Cab V-8
Was 16995

98 Dodge Ram
Xtra Cab
Was 16995

98 Chevy Xtra
Cab P/U
Was 17995

Now $12993

Now $13807

Now $13981

00 Ford Xtra Cab
Was 17995

01 Dodge Ram P/U
Was 18995

Now $13990

Now $15621

01 Dodge Gr.
Caravan Sport
Was 19995

97 GMC-Xtra
Cab 4 WD
Was 22995

Now $17948
99 Dodge Quad
Cab Diesel
Was 25995

Now $21633

01 Dodge Ram
Was 21995

Now $19942

Now $16995
00 Chevy Silverado
LS Quad Cab
Was 23995

Now $20903

01 Dodge Sport P/U
01 Dodge LWB
Quad Cab
Quad Diesel Duelly
Was 24995
3500 Was 33995

Now $21923

Now $29647

• Book Signing at Reader’s Choice
Books ana Expressions, Saturday,
March 23,1:00 - 4:00 p.m.,
4301 34th St. South, Suite 102
• Hands Across the Bay:
Stimulating the Black Economy,
Thursday, March 28,
5:00 8:00 p.m., Bayfrfont Center
• Men on the Move Program,
Saturday, March 23, 11:00 a.m.,
Florida Parent Child Center,
2332 Ninth St. South
• 2nd Annual “Come-Unity Day”,
Saturday, March 30, 10am-4pm,
Campbell Park Rec. Center,
601 14th St. South.
For more information about Community
Billboard, call us at (727) 896-2922

RAMBLING
"Yesterday has gone, forget
it. Today is here, use it.
Tomorrow may not come, So
don't wait on it."

A

896-2152
by Charles Howard

■■

MORE UNIQUE WAYS
TO STRETCH A
DOLLAR
TAX-FAX
Office Hour Power!
Even if you aren’t selfemployed, you are entitled
to a work-space deduction
for any off-hours office
work you bring home, pro
vided the expense is
“appropriate and helpful’’
to your job.
If for example, you live
alone in a three-room
apartment; one room of
which you use as an office
two hours a night after
work, yoti can deduct 1/3
of 2/8, or 1/12 of your rent
and utilities as an employ
ee expense (1/3 because
you use one of three
rooms; 2/8 because you
work two of the eight
hours you are home). If the
person in the example
above had a family that
also used the office as a
den during the day, the
deduction would be 1/3
times 2/24 (2 work hours
out of a 24-hour day).
For further informa
tion: Richard Keith John
son, Tax Court Memo,
1972-192, filed September
5, 1972 (Prentice-Hall or
Commerce
Clearing
House). George W. Gino et
al., Tax Court, Vol. 60,
page 304 (1973).
And now it’s that time of
the week again when we
share newsy tidbits.
***
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Today!
Thursday,
March 21, 2002: Mark
Roberson, Samara Cooper,
Linda Taylor, Marielos
Brown, . Kecia Holley,
Cynethia Pierce, Tommie
(or Pepper) Dixon; (22nd):
Deeja Collins; (23rd):
Charles “McQ” Howard,
Azha Squire, Johnny
Mells,
Justin
Wynn,
Frances Mizigler, John1
Dunbar II, Ahmad Jenkins,
Rev.
Herbert
Miller,
Freemon Stroder, Parnell
Drayton; (24th): Av Banie
Battle, Michael King Jr.,
Willene Seay, Ruby H.
Wysinger, Alvin Porter Jr.;
(25th): Henry L. Ashwood
Jr,, Nina Flanigan, Cheryl
L. Henry, Cyshar Gaylord;
(26th): Tansey Watkins,
Edwin J. Osborne; (27th):
Laterren Bryant.
BUSINESS TRIP
Gaida Kamban took to
the skies via airplane for
Chicago, IL to attend an

WOODIES
HAT BOX
&

important meeting on
Reparations for Black
People in the U.S. The
meeting was sponsored by
the
dNational
Black
United Front and the
National Conference on
Reparations for African
Americans (NCOBRA).
After the business ses
sions, she was off to the
northeast via Amtrak to
visit friends and family in
Philadelphia and Brook
lyn,NY. Gaida called back
to say Chi-Town is still the
“Windy City”. It’s a little
better in the northeast.
***
RECOUPERATING
At the Prescott St.
South home of wife
Marilyn M. Church is hus
band Luthrell Church. We
are praying for a speedy
recovery and our prayers
are with the family in the
loss of his brother Hiram
Church Jr. (Big Wine) who
expired Thursday, March
14th in Colorado Springs,
CO. The eulogy is sched
uled to be held in Colorado
Saturday at 1pm with all
rites to be held there.
To Luthrell and family:
“We enter His world from
‘The Great Unknown’ and
God gives each spirit a
form of its own and
endows this form with a
heart and soul, to spur man
on to his ultimate goal...
for all men are bom to
return as they came and
birth and death are in
essence the same.”
Hang in there and
remember God knows
best!
***
QUINTUPLET BYPASS
Willie Mae Davis of
17th Ave. South returned
home from St. Louis, MO
after 2 1/2 weeks stay with
her son Michael Davis
who had a coronary, open
heart surgery bypass. He is
doing great after her last
phone conversation with
him and wife.
May returned home last
Monday (the llth of
March). The home fires are
still happily burning.
***
“If you deliberately
plan to be less than you are
capable of being, then I
warn you that you’ll be
unhappy for the rest of
your life.”
- Abraham Maslow
***
Until next week,
Jump To It!

Jack McConnells
here

655 Central Ave.
Phone 823-0823

Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.C.B. - Bar.tu

Hires

Hairstyling
3427 llth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649
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500 Role Models of Excellence Field Trip

THIS &

THAT

1 -•
by Hugh Clay Paulk
DEAR FRIENDS
In my long life I have
met five grandsons of pres
idents. Three had an ille
gitimate parent, and two
were black.
It was 100% circum
stances, folks, that put me
in position to know these
fine Americans. I was not
addicted to social climbing,
nor did I have a compul
sion to mingle with the
high and mighty. So please
do not accuse me of being a
name dropper. Each en
counter was different, as
you will see if you do me
the honor of reading fur
ther.
1. In early April, 1862,
just prior to the Battle of
Shiloh, General Grant
made his headquarters in
my home town, Savannah,
Tennessee. Although my
county was so far south
that it bordered on both
Mississippi and Alabama,
it contained more Yankee
sympathizers than Rebel.
Among the former was a
land owner named William,
H. Cherry, who had a beau
tiful home on the bank of
the
Tennessee
River,
known far and wide as the
Cherry Mansion. Grant
chose it as his headquar
ters. Mr. Cherry had an
ulterior motive. He wanted
to sell a large crop of cotton
to the northerners. But the
sound of cannon fire alert
ed the General to the fact
that the Battle of Shiloh
had started a few miles up
the river, so he made a
quick departure. In his
haste, he left a half-bottle
of whisky on his bedroom
table. Mr. Cherry's widow,
who was still alive when I
was a child, charged tour
ists 10c each to tour the
premises. She let me in
free. Yes, the whisky bottle
was still there.
The
General
left
behind something else of
greater significance: an
attractive young servant in
the Cherry Mansion who
was pregnant. It was the
talk of the town. By the
time, I came along, her son,
Old Man Bill Hinton, had
quite a bit of mileage on
him. ("Old man" was not a
derogatory term in the
south in those days.) His
son, Jack Hinton, was a
friend of mine. Everybody
said Jack looked just like
his grandfather.
Note tQ historians, and
others who may have a
curiosity, and a dubiosity,*
about such things: I have
access to a considerable
amount of research on this
subject:-names,
dates,
court records,, genealogy,
etc.
,
2. Frank Sayre, Woodrow Wilson's grandson, and
the last baby bom in the
White House, was my
roommate on the USS San
Francisco during World
War II. No ship in the
Pacific saw more action.
Frank was our Chaplain.
After the war, he married
an admiral's daughter and
became head of the Na
tional
Cathedral
in

by Mabel Cooper

Officer Wyatt and
Washington, where many
Mr. Bryant
presidents worshipped.
3 and 4. In New York I
CLEARWATER - Dur
had a business called The
ing the months of Novem
Surprise Club. My ad read
ber and December, groups
like this: "Tired of getting
of young men from John
junk mail from people you
Officer Martini with some of the students touring the police department
Hopkins Middle School
don't know? Try getting
and
Riviera
Middle
junk mail from someone
School, accompanied by
you do know. You won't
school staff, visited the Po
know what you are going
lice Department in down
to get. You won't know
town St. Petersburg.
when you are going to get
While at headquarters,
it. And sometimes you
the boys received instruc
won't know what to do with
tion by Detective George
it after you get, it." - Lofton on the serious con
Members signed up by the
sequences they can expect
thousands, so many that I
if they choose to touch,
needed help to make the
molest or sexually abuse a
mailings. (What did I send
minor female in any way,
them? That's another story.)
Afterward, the young men
My friend, Alice Hughes, a
toured Police Headquarters
Students receive instrtiction from Detective Lofton on seriousness of crimes
King Features syndicated
escorted by Officer Mar
and their consequences
columnist, asked me if I
tini. The boys observed
would hire the 18-year-old
areas where evidence is worked in close partner the youth in our schools.
Kenneth Washington from
son of a friend of hers, a
collected and stored, as ship with the St. Petersburg
Thank you to Officer Riviera Middle for their
Haitian woman who lived
well as the communica Police Department over the Cleven Wyatt, Bradley assistance with these trips.
in Brooklyn. Sometimes he
tions hub for the emer past seven years. We are Thurman, Bruce Green
Anyone wishing more
brought his 14-year-old
gency operators and dis extremely proud of this from'John Hopkins Middle information about this pro
brother with him. They
patchers.
affiliation and especially and Machell Shorter, gram for boys in fourthwere grandsons of Warren
Pinellas
County thankful for the many offi Marvis Cater, Terrance twelfth grades, please call
Harding.
Schools 500 Role Models cers who have volunteered Donald, Keisha Holley, W.J. Bryant at 538-7167,
5. One evening in New
of Excellence Project has their time to help mentor Darryl Bell and Dr. extension 1154,
York I was a dinner guest
of a former shipmate,
Danny Jones and a friend
of his named Ursula, wheh
the telephone rang. It was
a man who had known
Ursula when they were
ST. PETERSBURG - tion ceremonies.
children. He was invited td
munity to submit the American Bar Association
The March 30 nomination
join us, and he and Ursula
"The William Reece names of candidates who and The Florida Bar.
later married. They live in ’ deadline is 'approaching as Smith Jr. Award recognizes have made contributions in
Nominations should be
Stetson
University
College
individuals
who
have
St. John's, where he is an
their community," added sent to Dean W. Gary
of Law seeks candidates demonstrated exemplary Vause.
architect. He is the great
Vause, Stetson University
for the 2002 William achievements in public
grandson
of
James
William Reece Smith, College of Law, 1401 61st
Reece Smith, Jr., Public service," said Dean of the award's namesake and Street South, St. Peters
Garfield.
Service Award. The award Stetson University College its first recipient, is a mem burg, Florida, 33707.
Oh! I nearly forgot
will be presented at the law of Law Gary Vause. "I ber of the Stetson faculty,
this: I also met the father
school's May 11 gradua- encourage the legal com- and a past president of the
and two brothers, of a pres
ident. As the fighting was
nearing its end in Okinawa,
I received orders to go to a
new ship. That was good
ST. PETERSBURG - Complianee Assistance, Councilmember Littrell meet for the next six
news to me. After three
City
Councilmember Neighborhood Services hosted at City Hall with •months and by September
years out there I needed a
Virginia Littrell, District 4, and Intergovernmental Re constituents from District will identify goals and
break. Kamikazis were still
is forming a new task force lations;
representatives 4. “Many of the leaders in implementation strategies
coming in occasionally,
to combat problems related from various business as District 4 have concerns including enforcement ac
and our ship had already
to prostitution. The new sociations, the state attor about the growing prob tivities, rehabilitation and
been hit once. Also, it
citywide task force is com ney’s office and the public lems of prostitution and health-related issues, judi
seemed inevitable that it
prised of eight citizens defender^ office; and drugs and the impact of cial and prosecutorial rem
would take years for us to
(one appointed by each health and rehabilitation those problems on our edies, legislative initia
invade Japan and conquer
Councilmember);
City professionals.
neighborhoods and busi tives, codes compliance
the Japanese. My new
staff from Police, Fire and
The idea for the task nesses.”
and community awareness
assignment was the USS
Rescue, Legal, Codes force arose from a meeting
The task force will and education.
Philippine Sea, under con
Last year, the Police
struction
in
Quincy,
Department
made 462
*1 rfceeftt 'Wo't6en&
Massachusetts. Inciden
prostitution-related arrests,
tally, # the USS
San
an increase of 164 percent
HMO & PPO Special
Francisco had participated
over the number of arrests
$20 Hr. Massage
in the battle of the
made five years ago in
Must present proof of coverage
Philippine Sea. Ambas-/
1998 (175 arrests).
We Specialize Also In:
sador Joseph Kennedy was
Any citizen wishing to
• Sports Massage
invited to speak to the offi
serve on the task force
• Carpal Tunnel
cers one afternoon. Only
• Fibromyalgia
should contact their City
seven of us showed up, so
Council representative at
H.T. Wellness & Massage Center
instead of hearing a formal
the
Council Office, 893NEUROMUSCULARMASSAGE
speech, we just stood
NUTRITION & RELAXATION MASSAGE
7117.
around and talked with the
328-7600
3727 Central Avenue
gentleman. His two teen
LIC. #MM005879
age sons, Bobby and Teddy
VOICE MAIL 458-5330.. FAX 328-8869
were with him. Jack, also a
naval officer, was in the
rofessional
air are roducts
Pacific making a hero out
of himself.
ftwz Can Find These Products At These Locations:
*Don't bother to try to
ESSENTIALS™'
BYDESIQN™
find this word in any dic
tionary.
Creative-N-Style
C \ri a's l1 \ir Arr mr
Arum it Hair Fashion
Best wishes,
321-9322
321-6802
321-4840
Hugh
Yogi's Hair Su oio
Center Stage Unisex Salon
A-Ql tt\ Bi m.iv
328-1900
327-4074
C/o The Weekly Challenger
Anc.h a's Hair S\i \ri
Helen's Beauty Salon
2500 M. L. King, Jr. (9th)
327-5241
323-4840
Street South
327-5182
KOBiRl's
H
MR
S-MON
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
|C \ C Hair Di sign
Emerald City
hughcpaulk@ aol.com
866-7070
447-3090
447-4548

Stetson university College of Law
seeks nominations for William Reece
Smith Public Service Award--------—-

New Task Force on Prostitution
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Hi Folks!
The season’is in full
swing, the beaches and
streets are busy with win
ter visitors, and the weath
er has been enough to give
anybody spring fevor.
There’s plenty to enjoy,
either free or for low
prices, so partake and be
glad you don’t have to
shovel sunshine!
***

has had a joyous Christmas
party, successful bus trip to
Bloxis, Mississippi and
New Orleans, Louisiana,
Approximately 15 to 20
classmates assembled for
meetings and fellowship
ping monthly at different
homes. Other 1964 class
mates who would like to
hook up and fellowship
with them (“The Class of
‘64 Socialites”) may call
323-1355 and ask for Mary
Alice (Cooper) Dudley.
They will be waiting for
your call, ya hear?
***

VISIT HOME TURF
Former
resident
Gaynelle Shelby-Steart of
Jackson, Michigan is
houseguesting with her
brother, Harold Shelby in
hef ole stomping grounds
for the past three weeks,
and to help him move from
one apartment to another,
on the north side of town.
On
March
3rd,
Gaynelle arrived in town,
and so to speak “turned it
upside down,” seeing for
mer schoolmates, dining
out, visiting church servic
es, and sightseeing (a
must). Seeing how the
town and things have
changed since she lived
here 50+ years ago, she
was estatic!
Along with their moth
er, Lucille Shelby, their
sisters, Gwendolyn and
Sandra, migrated to the
northern climes when they

MYSTERY SOLVED
It seems that when the
Good Lord was making the
world, He called man aside
and bestowed upon him 20
years of a normal sex life.
Man was horrified, but the
Creator refused to budge,
Then, the Lord called
the monkey and gave him
20 years. “But I don’t need
20 years, said the monkey.
Ten is plenty.” Man spoke
up and said, “May I have
the other ten years?” The
monkey agreed.
The Lord called on the
lion and also gave him 20
years. The lion, too, want
ed only ten. Again, man
spoke up. “May I have the
other ten?” “Of course,”

were young and in their

said the lion.

prime. Now, Harold and
Gaynelle are enjoying the
days of retirement follow
ing many years of owner
and self-employment of a
Jitney Cab Service in New
York.
Gaynelle retired as
director of a public hous
ing program in Jackson,,,
Michigan
respectively.
While here, she shared
embraces with former
friends, dined out and
promised to stay in touch.
She • jetted home to
Michigan March 25th.
***

Then came the donkey,
who was also given ten
years. Like the others, ten
years was enough for him.
Man again asked for the
spare ten years, and he got
them.
This explains why man
has 20 years of normal sex,
ten years of monkeying
around, ten years of lion
about it, and ten years of
making a jackass out of
himself!
The above gem was
sent to me from a reader
who enjoyed my humorous
jokes that I add from time
to time. I thought it was
good for a chuckle.
Call me at 823-6092
with your tidbits about
‘this ‘n that’ you’d like for
me to include in this col
umn. I’d be happy to share
it with our readers!

BACK IN THE SWING
OF THINGS!
The Gibbs High Class
of 1964 is at it again! The
class has been meeting and
having a remembrance to
fellowship in different
classmates’ homes, with
Natheral Roundtree as past
president until the latter
part of 2001. Now Willie
Clyde Lester is carrying

Until next write around,
Stay Loose!

There IS A Reason To Read
The Weekly Challenger!

St. Petersburg Wins
State Award—-—-—
ST. PETERSBURG "1000 Friends of Florida",
a statewide nonprofit
organization created in
1986 to monitor growth
management in Florida,
presented its "Successful
Community Award" to St.
Petersburg at a ceremony
in Tallahassee on March
20.
According
to
the
group's president, C. Allen
Watts, "St. Petersburg has
done an outstanding job of
bringing a wide range of
interests together to create

a livable and e
downtown experien
cites $1 billion in
town investment, tl
museums, new h
hotels, a growing i
complex, the arriv
baseball franchise
USF St. Petersburg
tributing to the outs
downtown environr
The city was noi
by Dr. H. William
of USF St. Pete
Contact: (850) 22
or visit www. 10001
offlorida.org.
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HEALTH &
FITNESS
by Robert Harrison
aka Sgt. All-World
This week I’m dis malfunctions and drastic
cussing the "#1 Dietary mood swings. PLEASE
Supplement"' on the mar CONSULT
PROFES
ket, Metabo-Life. I went to SIONAL ASSISTANCE
Walgreen’s on Sunday with BEFORE
STARTING
the intent to purchase THIS KIND OF DIET.
Metabo-Life but discov
/ Reduce Sodium in
ered that they had a prod take to aid in reducing
uct called Metabo-Less and water retention.
low and behold, it con
/ Cardio should be
tained the exact ingredients done at least 3 times a
as Metabo-Life but was week and for 35-45 min
50% less. So of course, I utes minimum and no more
purchased Metabo-Less for than 1 hour.
less! It’s around $15.99 for Preferred Foods
90 caplets. And to my sur Chicken,
Fish,
Beef,
prise, it worked quite well. Turkey; Eggs: Yolk to
I got the same results as if I Whites Ratio = 1:3; Oat
had taken my #1 Ripped meal, Cream of Rice,
Fuel. And even better yet it Honey Nut Cheerios,
was in a tablet form, some Frosted Mini Wheat’s
thing I very rarely buy (Fiber source); Rice, White
unless it’s a multi. It con or Brown; Sweet or White
tains ma huang (ephe Potatoes; Fruits: Apples,
drine), guarana (caffeine), Bananas, Grapes, Pineap
in what they refer to as a ples, Strawberries, Water
proprietary blend, magne melon, Cantaloupe; Veg
sium, zinc, and chromium. gies: Broccoli, Cauli
This is a good blend and in flower, Carrots, Celery,
low enough quantities that Garlic, Spinach, Navy,
you shouldn’t get the jit Pinto, or Black Beans
ters. Magnesium and zinc
are minerals that help to Eating Schedule
build the immune system 5-8 a.m. - Breakfast
and relieve stress. ChromiOatmeal, or Cream of
um is used to regulate your Rice, or Honey Nut Chee
insulin levels thereby rios; 2 slices of Whole
enhancing the fat burning Wheat toast you can add
process.
strawberry preserves or
It contains several grape jam; 8 oz. Low fat,
other herbs that help in this or skim milk; 16-32 oz
process as well but there clean water; 2-3 slices of
are no numbers on, the, turkey or beef bacon; 4-12
quantity of each herb.
eggs Use a 1:3 ratio of
READ THE WARN yolks :whites
INGS!! ALL OF THEM!!
No one under 17 is 8-11 a.m. - Mid morning
authorized to purchase this
Celery and/ or carrot
product but I can almost sticks; 1 piece of fruit of
guarantee you that this choice; 16 oz clean water
happens all the time. Store
managers don’t bother to 11 a.m. - 2 p.m - Lunch
read labels on products like
Turkey, beef, chicken,
these unless they are plan tuna sandwich on w.w.
ning to take them. I rate its bread; You can use low fat
effectiveness a 9 _ on a salad dressing or mayo;
scale of 1-10, with 10 Try low fat 1000 Island
being best.,
dressing or creamy Italian
They recommend no for a change and good fla
more than a total of 8 daily vor; You can add tomato,
and only 2 at a time. I lettuce, pickles if you
would say one maybe want; I banana or apple;'
every 4-6 hours would be 16-32 oz. of clean water
enough.
Drink plenty
water to prevent dry mouth 2-5 p.m. - Evening
snack
or even mild dehydration.
6 oz Fruit yogurt (To
Again, if you can take
aspirin, include one every aid digestion); 8 oz. Fresh
Fruit; 16-32oz clean water
time you take one.
I also stated two weeks
ago week that I would 5-8 p.m.- Dinner/ Supper
8-12oz meat entree; 1
include a sample eating
schedule. Here is some medium sweet potato/ bak
basic knowledge informa ed potato; 6-8oz steamed
tion for those that aren’t veggies; 16-32oz clean
water
as knowledgeable:
/ 1 gram of protein or
8-11 p.m. or 3 hours
carbohydrates = 4 calories
/ 1 gram of fat = 9 before bedtime
Protein
shake
&
calories
/Daily Protein Intake: Supplements; No starches
From 1.25 - 2.0 grams of unless you are competing
Protein per body weight. in the morning. The reason
Amount depends on level I say 3 hours before bed
time is because it takes the
of individual.
/ Daily Carb Intake = body at least 3 hours to
100-300 grams.
Also completely break down
food so that it can be
depends on individual.
/ Last meal should be digested. So the myth of
not eating after 6:00 or
3 hours prior to bedtime.
/ Minimize complex 7:00 is not completely
accurate. If you go to sleep
carb intake at nighttime.
/ % of Nutrients for around 11:00 or 12:00 am
Optimal
Performance= and your last meal was a 6
NOT 40-30-30!! Carbs= or 7, you are going to be
40%-50% Protein= 30%- craving food and that could
be the start of you binging
40% Fats= 10%-20%
/ Reducing Carbs too and purging and that could
low will cause neurological spell doom and possible

death.
This is just a sample
diet and is not etched in
stone. I have use d this diet
to guide.my clients and go
into specific personalized
detail with them to ensure
accuracy, comprehension,
and clarity. I don’t allow
any opportunity for misun
derstandings to occur.
This explains how I
have been able to have a
100% success rating when
it comes to client success.
Next week I will include a
sample training schedule.
It will incorporate weight
training and aerobic train
ing for the average to
above average individual.
May GOD Bless and
Keep You,
Till next week,
SGT ALL WORLD
(The views expressed
by The Challenger colum
nists are not necessarily the
views of The Weekly
Challenger newspaper)

Student Arrested At School,
Accused in Sexual Incidentby Challenger Staff Writer
ST. PETERSBURG A student at a middle
school in the City was
arrested this week after
being accused by a class
mate of sexual harassment.
The boy, an 11-year-old
African-American Honor
Student, was accused by a
12-year-old female His
panic classmate of alleged
ly lewd and lascivious mis
behavior while they were
in class this week, accord
ing to St. Petersburg Police
Department (SPPD) public
information spokesperson
John Harris.
Based on the girl’s
Tuesday report of the inci
dent that allegedly oc
curred in class on Monday,
the suspect was questioned
at school by School
Resource Officer Annette
Cooper.

The parent of the
The accused child’s
accused boy says her child mother reports her son as
was questioned without relating to her that he
her or another family acknowledged he may
member being present. have inadvertently "brush
However, accusing class ed up" against his female
mate and at least one of her classmate, but nothing
parents was also present more.
during the questioning,
The mother spoke with
according to the boy’s The Weekly Challenger on
mother. He later was hand condition that her name
cuffed at the school, arrest not be used. The telephone
ed and transported to interview was conducted
police headquarters, and as she was consulting with
then sent to the Juvenile a noted criminal defense
Detention
Center
in lawyer who may handle
Clearwater for booking on her son’s case.
what SPPD’s Harris says
The state attorney’s
may be misdemeanor office has scheduled a
charges,
meeting on Friday, March
Harris said that despite 22nd at 10 a.m. during
the presence of other stu which a decision likely
dents and a teacher in the will be made on what, if
classroom at the time of any, charges will be filed
the incident, the alleged against the accused 11victim is the only witness year-old, said SPPD’s
in the case.
Harris.
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Stetson
pianist to
play at
SPC Music
Center-----ST. PETERSBURG A visiting pianist from
Stetson University, Anne
McLean, will play at 3
p.m. Saturday, March 23,
in the new Music Center
on the St. Petersburg/
Gibbs Campus. The free
recital, "Songs and Dances
of Old Europe," will fea
ture works by Bela Bartok
and Edvard Grieg.
The campus is at 6605
Fifth Ave. N, and the
Music Center is immedi
ately behind the Jim
Hendry Administration
Building, facing Eagle
Lake. Currently on display
in the Music Center
Gallery is an exhibit of
paintings by the late David
Anderson of St. Peters
burg.
McLean, a Canadian,
has given recitals, in Can
ada, Australia, Switzerland
and Great Britain, and has
recorded for Canada and
Australia’s broadcasting
corporations. She has per
formed regularly as a
soloist, lecture-recitalist
and chamber musician in
Orlando, Eustis, Leesburg,
Gainesville, Tallahassee
and St. Petersburg, and at
Stetson in DeLand where
she is a professor in the
School of Music.
Her SPC recital is part
of an exchange program
between the college and
Stetson. On March 27,
Music Instructor Luis
Sanchez of Humanities
and Fine Arts on the St.
Petersburg/Gibbs Campus
will play a piano recital at
Stetson that will feature
works by Haydn, Chopin,
Liszt and Mussorgsky.

TRACES LYDIA GARNER • LaTWAAN

GREEN

laSHFI I 5HAWNTF STRATTON » KEN DY

placeipeift

Tax Office Rhone:
327-7012
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your ad
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Four Writers
n Their Twenties Offer Stories
About Life and Love

J

THE
DIPPER
CONNECTION
Bettye Burnett-Scott, R.N., M.S.

Diabetes classes
Project Coordinator
at the Enoch Davis Center on Monday, March 18, 2002
included discussions about Nutrition and Healthy
Containerized Gardening. Vegetables, Herbs, and
Flower seeds, in addition to live plants and potting
soil, were provided to all attendees.
Community residents came out in numbers and
shared personal knowledge and experiences.
Representatives of the neighborhood associations
were commended for their support and continued
involvement in the program.
Mrs. Susan Gaddy, consulting nutritionist, provid
ed a most informative and interesting presentation on
the values of dietary management. The Palmetto Park
Neighborhood Association was commended for hav
ing the most attendees at the March 18th session. Will
yours be next?
The upcoming March 25, 2002 session will focus on
how to “Count Your CaCories” and food portions. The
community is invited to come out and bring someone.
Make your contributions towards enhancing your
health, and reducing racial and ethnic disparities
among African-Americans as related to diabetes.
Seminars are held each Monday at the Enoch Davis
Center.
Enoch Davis Center
1111 - 18th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL
**FREE HEALTH SCREENINGS**
**FREE DOOR PRIZES** **FREE REFRESHMENTS**
DIPPER
Diabetes Intervention Prevention Porch Empowerment Resources
1621 - 16th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
727-897-2129 / 727-897-2128 (FAX)
DIPPER.frontporch@verizon.net
Funded by the Pinellas County Health Department
Office of Minority Health

Sponsored by State of Florida Department of Health
SHEHBlBIBHBIBIBlBIBIBBBraiBIBJBlBIBIBIBHBiaHBiaiBfBHBIBIEIBlBfBIBIBlBHSBSJBlBJBIEfElBlBIBIEJBiaBlBlBIBIBIBfBIBlBlBlBaBia

WARD

ST. PETERSBURG - 34th St. South, Suite 102,
On Saturday, March 23, for book signing of her lat
from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m., est novel.
Arabeque
and
BET
The public is encour
Romance Novelist La’-. aged and invited to come;
Twaan Green will be at meet and greet this’great';
Reader’s Choice Books writer.
and Expressions, 4301

International
Scholarship Awarded
Clearwater Student —
CLEARWATER - Na
tional Aviation Academy
of Clearwater, Florida is
proud to announce that
Ms. Melodie Hernandez,
an Aviation Maintenance
Technology student has
been awarded the Paul
Irvin Memorial Mainten
ance Scholarship from the
Women in Aviation Inter
national organization.
Ms. Hernandez has
maintained an excellent

GPA and attendance rec
ord. She will graduate the
program in July of this
year and plans to enter the
industry as an FAA certi
fied Aviation Maintenance
Technician with an airline
or major aviation manufac
turer.
. For further information
on this career field call
800-659-2080 or visit our
website at www.naa.edu

The 1st FALLS
Organizational
Seminar and
Workshop
TAMPA - FALLS
Seminar will be presented
Monday March 25, 2002,
7pm at 4202 W. Nassau St.
Tampa FI.
The Fatherhood Assist
ance, Lifestyles & Legal
Services is a non-profit
501c3 faith- based organi
zation that has a commit
ment to its members and
the community to:
• Promote Responsible
Fatherhood
• Promote child (fami
ly) economic support
• Prevent domestic
(family) violence through
interpersonal conflict reso
lution
• Assist with under
standing and increased

knowledge of the family
court (legal) system
The FALLS will con
sistently promote family
unity by providing a com
prehensive selection of
legal & lifestyle seminars,
peer-group discussions,
counseling referrals, and
self-help workshops.
This seminar and work
shop is free and open to the
public.
This is the forum many
have been waiting for.
There will be an attorney
and a DNA Expert speak
ing on issues involving
domestic violence, paterni
ty, child support, visita
tion, and other family
matters.
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Grand Opening of Uhuru Furniture Held on March 9

Construction
Management
Courses For Smail
and Disadvantaged
Business Enterprises
Continuing in Tampa
Bay Area-----------------ST. PETERSBURG The Florida A&M
University (FAMU) De
partment of Transportation
Construction Management
Development Program and
Bond Guarantee Program’s
3rd course, Contracts,
Specifications, & Law,
begins Tuesday, March
26th.
The purpose of the
Construction Management
Development and Bond
Guarantee Program is to
assure that Small and
Disadvantaged Businesses

have maximum opportuni
ty to participate, bid, win,
and perform successfully
on Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT)
contracts.
This course will be held
at the City of St. Peters
burg Business Develop
ment Center, 1045 Six
teenth Street South, St.
Petersburg, FL 33705.
The fee for this course
is $25 and open space is
limited. Please call (813)
207-0003 for additional
information.

City Resumes
Maintenance Flushing
Of Water Distribution
System------------------ —
ST. PETERSBURG - is that the model deter
City water officials an mines individual flushing
nounced on Friday, March sequences in a systematic
15, that normal, routine and orderly pattern. That
flushing of the city's minimizes the water used
potable water mains will for flushing and ensures
resume March 18 and con conservation while per
forming the necessary
tinue through October.
Flushing removes any maintenance."
Periodic flushing of the
sediment or debris that
accumulates within the water distribution system
piping over time, preserv is a common practice and
ing water quality. The is necessary to maintain
flushing maintenance pro water quality. However,
gram had been suspended customers are reminded
for all but the most neces that the city of St.
sary areas of the city due to Petersburg remains com
the extreme drought. Due mitted to water conserva
to the upcoming change in tion and remains under
water disinfection from order by the Southwest
chlorine to chloramines in Florida Water Manage
May, 2002, the entire sys ment
District
tem will be flushed to (SWFWMD). The current
ensure the highest quality water restrictions for the
water throughout the city. city of SL Petersburg are
The flushed water will available by calling 892be treated and diverted 5300 or by visiting
through the city's storm www.stpete.org.
water sewer system /or
The city expects that
lawns and landscaped there will be no disruption
areas where feasible) and of service during this rou
will have no environmen tine maintenance. If resi
tal impact.
dents notice any sediment,
"We are using a new discoloration or any other '
flushing methodology that problem with water quali
uses a computer model to ty, they are asked to call
plan for the efficient and either the Public Utilities
highly effective flushing of Department main informa
individual pipes within the tion line at 893-7261 or the
system," explains Joe , automated Water Quality
Towry, manager, Water Information Line and leave
Systems
Maintenance a message at 551-3474.
Division. "The real benefit

Deputy Mayor Goliath Davis with Ironiff Ifoma, President, APEDF.
ST. PETERSBURG Uhuru Furniture & Col
lectibles held a Grand
Opening Celebration on
Saturday, March 9, 2002 at
945 Central Avenue in St.
Petersburg. The celebra
tion party featured many
guest speakers, the fabu
lous sounds of steel drums
by Kirby and keyboard by
Adigun, and delicious
Caribbean cuisine from
Saffron's.
Uhuru Furniture & Col
lectibles is the newest pro
ject of the non-profit
African People's Education
and
Defense
Fund
(APEDF), whose mission
is to develop and institu
tionalize programs to de
fend the human and civil
rights of the African com
munity and to address the
grave disparities in educa
tion, health and economic
development faced by the
African community.
Selling quality furniture
and household items that
have been donated by sup
porters throughout the
Tampa Bay area, Uhuru
Furniture & Collectibles is
now
open
Tues-Sat;
10:00am-6:00pm
and
Sundays llam-4:00 p.m.
Tax-deductible donations
of furniture, collectibles,
pianos, antiques, small
working appliances and
household items are cur
rently being picked up.
Volunteer and community
service opportunities are
also offered by calling
(727) 896-4577.
Ironiff Ifoma, President
of APEDF, welcomed
everyone at the Grand
Opening Celebration, in
cluding neighboring busi
ness owners, supporters,
shoppers, and donors. She
said that Uhuru Furniture
& Collectibles will not
only contribute to the
growing business commu
nity on Central Avenue, but
will also bring together St.
Petersburg's south and

Uhuru leader Omali Yeshitela addresses those at the Grand Opening.

Slark Jfartii
On March 14, 1794, Eli Whitney
patented the cotton gin which made
cotton king and increased demand for

Kitty Reilly, Store Coordinator
north sides to promote eco
nomic parity and bring
about peace and unity in
our broader community.
Speakers at the celebra
tion included Deputy May
or Goliath Davis, who
commended the African
People's Education & De
fense Fund on its many
contributions to economic
development in St. Peters
burg. Bill Hughes of Citi
zens United for Shared
Prosperity expressed sup
port of the APEDF focus
on self-determination and
economic development.
Penny Hess of the African
People's Solidarity Com

mittee said that Uhuru
Furniture & Collectibles is
a great way for everyone in
the white community to
support the mission of
APEDF that benefits us all.
Uhuru Movement leader
Omali Yeshitela talked
about the history of the
Uhuru Movement in build
ing businesses and institu
tions owned and run by the
community to meet the
needs of the historically
neglected African commu
nity. Other speakers at the
Grand Opening celebration
included Lou Brown,
President of the Coalition
of African American

Leadership, and Chimurenga Waller, President of
the International People's
Democratic
Uhuru
Movement. APEDF Board
Member
Alvelita
Donaldson was also recog
nized.
Uhuru Furniture & Col
lectibles coordinator Kitty
Reilly introduced the store
team volunteers and invit
ed everyone tp shop,
donate, and participate in
the weekly volunteer team
meetings on Monday
evenings 7-8:00pm at 945
Central Avenue.
Uhuru Furniture & Col
lectibles joins two other

newly opened APEDF
Wellness institutions in St.
Petersburg, the All Peo
ple's TyRon Lewis Com
munity Gym and Healthy
Groceries, Etc., both locat
ed at 1327 MLKing (9th)
Street South.
There are also two
other successful and popu
lar Uhuru Furniture &
Collectibles which have
operated for many years in
Oakland, CA and Phila
delphia, PA. Call APEDF
at (727) 821-2437 for
information on all pro
grams
and
volunteer
opportunities. Call Uhuru
Furniture at (727) 896-

4577 for donation pickups
or other store information.

slave labor.

PSSSST...CHECK IT OUT!
WEEKEND COMBO
ONLY $10.99

MID PENINSULA SEAFOOD
MARKET * RHTAURANT
400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL
327- 3309
328- 6309
Mon.-5at. 11 AM to 9 PM
Sunday... (5one Fishin'

THU-FRI-SAT ONLY
1/2 LB FRESH FRIED SEA
BASS AND A DOZEN
LARGE SHRIMP
'CAUSE YOU DESERVE THE
VERY BEST!

NEEDA LAUGH?
KARAOKE!!!
FRIDAYS AT 6:30

WHERE THE LOCALS BUY... FOR OVER 21 YEARS
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Networking

ly appealing is that there is
no cost in order to post a
listing. The service is
absolutely free. With the
choice of placing an adver
tisement, however, the fees
can range anywhere from
$100 for a card, to $500 for
a full page spread. With a
circulation of over 5,000
and growing, minority
businesses have the oppor
tunity to market to a wide
range of potential cus
tomers. The directory will
be available in both a print
and online version, and
will be carried by various
businesses and organiza
tions throughout the bay
area for free.
With two weeks left to
go before the March 28 th
event, James Evans, presi
dent of the Tampa Bay
Academy, proudly notes
that there are over 2,800
listings that have been
received so far. By the
time the May 3rd deadline
rolls around, Evans is
expecting the total to be
near 4,000 listings for the
publication. In a culmina
tion of community efforts
over the past year for this
project, the Airport Hilton
in Tampa will host the pub
lication’s release celebra
tion on May 30th, sched
uled from 5-8 p.m.
For more info On the St.
Petersburg Area Chamber
of Commerce, call (727)
822-1203. The Tampa Bay

frompage 1

Melody has chosen another
route... Route 19 to be
exact.
This route, on
PSTA’s bus line, is .what
takes Melody down the
road to success at St.
Petersburg’s
Pinellas
Technical
Education
Center (PTEC) five days a
week.
"Society," Melody says,
"looks down on people like
me, but they haven’t been
through what I’ve been
through and if they had,
they would probably be
dead by now. I can’t stand
people that prejudge me
and don’t even know me."
Melody is right. She is a
survivor, and she’s come a
long, long way from where
she used to be.
At the age of five,
Melody’s biological dad
went to prison. After that,
her mom began seeing a
string
of
successive
boyfriends and met her
step dad when Melody was
six. That’s when the real
abuse began. Melody says,
"This guy was mean. Real
mean. Every kind of abuse
you could have, he did it to
us" she %ays. He beat up
her mom on a regular
basis, even threatening to
kill her, along with Melody
and her sister... and he
sexually abused them. He
told them that they would
n’t survive in the world
without him. Beyond sex,
there was nothing they
could ever do. Nothing
they could ever become.
They were made to feel
that they didn’t have the
intelligence to get through
the world without using
their bodies.
Her self
esteem suffered deeply
because, as she says, "he
made us do all kinds of
things for him and to him
and my mom didn’t
believe us." Melody says
her mother was in denial

Potential

from page 1

from page 1____________

such as this one. "We are
looking to help expose the
community to what our
members have to offer; we
are looking to fill a void in
the African-American mar
ket," says Williams. With
membership numbering
around 82 active individu
als and companies, ranging
from Florida Power to the
Caribbean
restaurant
Saffron’s, to AfricanAmerican art galleries,
Williams hopes the show
case will help increase
member services and mar
keting potential.
Williams also recog
nizes the impact that the
African-American Listing
publication, produced by
event partner the Tampa
Bay Academy of Hope,
will have in terms of mar
keting. With this event,
one of the goals is to stim
ulate business-advertising
interest in the AfricanAmerican Listing publica
tion, now in its 4th year.
"The listing service gives
our membership an oppor
tunity to expose their mar
keting to a broader audi
ence," reports William.
What began as a list on
a single sheet of notebook'
paper has now grown to
envelope the black busi
ness community. In 2001
alone,
the
AfricanAmerican Listing adver
tised over 1300 business
entries. What is particular-

PTEC
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Academy of Hope can be
contacted at (813) 2770464.

Chrysler/
Jeep Bay
Fest
Go On
Sale —----ST. PETERSBURGDon’t miss this exciting
event! From May 3rd to
May 5th, the lst Annual
Chrysler/Jeep Bay Fest
will be held at St.
Petersburg’s own Vinoy
Park. The three-day music
event will bring over 70
musical acts to the bay
area, ranging from nation
ally known artists to local
up-and-comers. Acts slated
to appear run the spectrum
of music variety, including
hip-hop artist Ja Rule, rock
bands such as Nickelback,
and pop-sensation Sugar
Ray. Fans will have the
chance to check out four
stages showcasing enter
tainment. Parents and kids
can share in the family
entertainment, as Busch
Gardens and Sea World
will host a special tent.
Also included in the activ
ities will be a Battle of the
Bands contest, sponsored
by MORE-TV32, which
will feature unsigned bay
area acts in all categories,
competing to win up to
$1,000. For the rest of the
crowd, there will also be a

Petersburg Area Black
Chamber of Commerce
support the development
center as well, sponsoring
weekly networking events.
The main focus is to help
business hopefuls, particu
larly in the AfricanAmericans
community,
find financial and personal
success. It is recognized as
a one-stop facility that pro
vides free assistance,
whether you are just start
ing out, or are already a
business-owner. In the past
year, the center has devel. oped close to 6,000 cuschance to win at several
drawings and contests.
Between April 1st -April
28th, Chrysler Jeep dealers
will be registering people
for the grand prize of a PT
Cruiser or Jeep Liberty.
For a limited time only,
from March 13th-22nd,
weekend passes for Bay
Fest are available at a pre
sale price of $20 (kids 5
and get in for free). After
that, weekend passes are
$30. Daily event tickets
are $20. Tickets are avail
able at all Ticketmaster
locations. Proceeds will
benefit the St. Petersburg
Police Athletic League.
For complete information
on Bay Fest, check out
official
website
at
www.cjbayfest.com. For
information on entering
the Battle of the Bands,
look to www.moretv
32.com.

about what was going on
under her own roof but,

bring her brothers by to see
her more often, but her

four classes. After she gets
her GED from PTEC, she

"she finally believed us

pleas went unanswered.

thinks she would like to

when one day she realized
that my sister and I were
saying the same things
about him when we
weren’t together."
Her
brothers were abused too,
although not as severe. "If
my brothers got into fights
and got beat up, my dad
would make them wear
dresses and walk around
the
neighborhood to
embarrass them. They did
n’t get beat up like the rest
of us, but he called them
names and stuff too." She
further explains that they
had a lawn service that all
of the children would help
with. "We did all the work
and he took all the money
to buy drugs and other
things for himself." None
of the money ever trickled
down to them. Complaints
to her dad were met with
more abuse.
At the age of 12
Melody began to run away.
She had grown tired of all
the mistreatment and her
mother’s inability to do
anything about it, She was
sent to live at Brookwood,
a home for troubled teens.
She ran away from there so
many times that she was
told she couldn’t come
back. From there she went
to live at Plantation House,
then to a shelter. That
same year her mom gave
her away and she became a
ward of the state. She gets
tearful when she reflects
on that time. "I was used
to not being cared for, but I
was angry because I was
neglected." During the
seven or eight months that
Melody was in HRS cus
tody, she said her mother
visited twice and she
brought her little brothers
to see her only twice. She
would beg her mother to

When Melody turned
15 she fell into the same
abusive cycle with men
that hef mother had gone
through. She had a fouryear relationship with a
man who drank excessive
ly, beat her up, choked her,
took her money, verbally
abused her and kept her on
a tight rein. She would
work, come home, clean
up and cook, while he
stayed at home all day,
doing nothing. Melody
hated herself and became
suicidal. In addition to
suffering
from
her
boyfriend’s abuse, she
began abusing herself
physically. Once she even
gave herself a black eye.
When she left him, she
went to live with her broth
er for awhile, her sister for
a couple of months and
finally around November
of 2001, she reconciled
with her mother.
Her
mother was responsible for
getting her into a program
at Boley Cehters for
Behavioral Health. When
federal funding for the pro
gram at Boley ran out, she
entered the WORKNet
Pinellas Program and that’s
how she got started at
PTEC.
The Youth Skills staff
has been wonderful to her.
She is especially fond of
Liz
Smoot,
Tammy
Hudson
and
Kathy
Crowell, staff members in
the program. Liz Smoot,
Youth Skills Site Manager
says, "we have all kind of
bonded with Melody
because she has been so
eager to learn and she is
such a cool kid." In the
two grading periods that
Melody has been at PTEC,
she has seen her grades
improve in three of her

begin courses to become a
nail technician or maybe a
certified nurse’s assistant.
Resuming her educa
tion is not the only good
thing that has happened tp
her lately. She’s broken the
cycle of abuse from men
that her mother lived
through and that she start
ed to repeat. She smiles
when she talks about the
relationship that she is in
now. "My new boyfriend
has changed my life so
much." She credits him
with teaching her how to
love herself, how to think
for herself and what it feels
like to be loved. "I didn’t
believe that I could ever
have what I have now. He
was actually interested in
me first, my needs, my
thoughts, my feelings," she
says in amazement. He
has helped her to learn to
trust again and helped her
to change her train of
thought on how she sees
the world. His influence
has been positive. She
gushes slightly when she
says, "He makes me feel
. love. He talks calmly and
sweetly to me. I know he
cares about me."
Her
boyfriend, she says recent
ly became her fiance and
she proudly flashes her
sterling silver, pink stud
ded ring that he gave her.
It’s been a long, hard
road for Melody but she is
determined to succeed and
break the cycles that have
kept her down for so many
years. She still has some
pain to work through but
says that she is happy now.
With a new man in her life,
new goals to achieve, and a
plan in place to keep her on
track, Melody is sure to
wind up a winner.
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tomer contacts.
Arlender Melson is just one
of the many clients that the
development center and
Micro-Business has pro
moted over the years. Now
in her third year with the
program, Melson is the
proud owner/operator of
her own daycare service,
Arlender’s Bundles of Joy.
With the loan assistance
provided
by
MicroBusiness, Melson has seen
her business thrive. She
recently contracted her
third loan through the
organization, which will
allow her to expand her
operating space within her
home for her daycare busi-

ness. Says Melson, "For
anybody having problems
getting started, MicroBusiness is the place to
come. They provide every
thing to keep a business
successful."
Center Coordinator Pat
Denney has worked as
Center Coordinator with
Micro-Business for over a
year now, finding the
reward of helping clients
such as Melson immeasur
able. Denney meets with
potential clients every
Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday evening, pro
viding business counseling
and an informational ses
sion about the program.

Denney has worked with a
wide-range of business
clientele, ranging anywhere
from real estate entrepre
neurs to beauty salon care
owners.
Just how does the program
work? After their initial
informational session, a
client works their way
through three levels within
the program, each offering
a progressive loan amount,
starting at $500 and reach
ing as far as $35,000.
Without credit or collateral,
these loans can be estab
lished, through the support
of a peer-group that serves
as a loan committee. The
initial start-up cost is $20,

Schools

buying a camcorder to
record skits on peer media
tion.
Candice Siplin-Darling,
a 5th grader at Sandy Lane
and president of her
school’s SAVE chapter,
was on hand to receive the
Chevy donation, one San
dy Lane intends to use
towards creating more
SAVE t-shirts, fliers, and
help promote membership
for programs such as peer
mediation and counseling.
Although the program was
brought to her school only
two weeks prior, SiplinDarling had already man
aged to recruit 53 students
from the 4th and 5th grade
classes. Her father, Bruce
Darling, explained that he
also plans to help his
daughter seek volunteer
donations among parents,
as well as local business
sponsors.
Other schools that
received a donation includ
ed: Benjamin Franklin

Williams’Middle, Crescent the chapter.
Kids are
City Junior and Senior rewarded with dances
High Schools, Lakeland when the day is successful.
High, Southeast High, and Their school, which has
A.J. Ferrell Magnet of approximately 50 chapter
Technology.
participants, plans on using
The student-run efforts the Chevy donation money
of SAVE make people such to promote more peer
as
Williams
school mediation programs, and
resource officer, Dee Bry creating SAVE pamphlets
ant, proud. After attending and brochures, as well as
a SAVE workshop in possibly adopt the nearby
November, Bryant was Robles Elementary school.
impressed enough by the They have organized a
program to present it to peace rally for Friday,
Principal Quincea Bell, March 22nd.
who was immediately sup
With their programs in
portive.
Brenda Hunt, action, and through sched
supervising resource offi uled rallies, and other anti
cer, agreed, adding, "the violence educational activ
kids are really excited ities, each of the bay area
about the program."
schools will become eligi
Rashetta Bush and ble for an additional $500
Natesha Riley, 8th graders donation from Chevy,
at Williams, have seen less GMAC. Most of the bay
fighting at their school area schools have hopes of
since the program was ini using this money towards
tiated two months ago. the annual SAVE Summit,
One motivation is the to be held in April in
"fight-free days" that their Raleigh, North Carolina.
school sponsors, explained
Bush, who is president of

from page 1------------—
the Buccaneer pirate ship
as a backdrop amidst the
hot son, student representa
tives from each school, as
well as their administrators
and resource officers,
smiled happily as they
received a check donated
by Chevy, GMAC.
The following elemen
tary schools received a
donation for starting a
SAVE program: Doughtrey, Dunedin, Frontier,
Sandy Lane,. Skycrest,
South Ward, and Temple
Terrace.
From Frontier Elemen
tary came the youngest
representative, 3rd grader
and SAVE president Kiki
Diaz, who, in her tiny and
composed stature, told the
awed audience that her
school’s donation would go
towards building a butter
fly garden, sending post
cards promoting safety
around the country, and

Middle, Johnson Middle,

which covers up to 8 train
ing sessions, books, and
materials. Through each
step, Denney’s clients work
within their peer group,
receiving business training
and learning how to
increase
profitability
through marketing plans.
Fdr more information on
the Business Development
Center, contact center coor
dinator Dwight Reynolds at
(727) 551-3362. For more
info on Micro-Business
USA, Pat Denney can be
contacted at (727) 8979324.

ADILLAC SEVILLE & DEVILLE

NAAMAN JOHNSON

CADILLAC

CADILLAC
-ST. PETERSBURG

-CLEARWATER-

INAAWnI

'S AU FOR APPOINTMENT AT gffHiB LOCATION FOR
NEW OR QUALITY PRE-OWNED AUTOMOBILES

CADILLAC CTS

CADILLAC ESCALADE

PRE-OWNED IMPORTS

CADILLAC - LAND ROVER - ROLLS-ROYCE - BENTLEY - LOWS
25191 US 19N, Clearwater
(800) 300-8988

240 Third Street South, St. Petersburg

www.dimmitt.com

njohnson@dimmitt.com

8

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MARCH 21 -27, 2002

STATE NEWS
Prostate Cancer Bill Gains in State Legislature Third Annual Small Business
by Roger K. Clendening
TALLAHASSEE - A
bill that would make
prostate cancer awareness a
state health priority, and
perhaps help close the gap
on a major AfricanAmerican health disparity,
received major support this
week in Tallahassee.
The bill, H.B. 525, was
passed by the full House on
Monday, 113-0, after being
amended to include a com
parable awareness, educa
tion and prevention com
ponent to also combat
arthritis.
The Senate’s version of
the bill, S.B. 672, was
scheduled for considera
tion later this week before
the appropriations subcom
mittee on health and human
services.
Action on the bill, writ
ten and filed last year by
the Tampa-based Florida
Prostate Cancer Network,,
comes just weeks after the
network’s, third annual
African-American Men’s
Health Forum attended by
more than 1,000 Tampa
Bay area residents who
received free health screen
ings that included prostate

cancer, colon cancer, blood
pressure and cholesterol
levels.
In Florida, and nation
ally, Prostate Cancer is
killing Black men at twice
the rate of white men, and
is twice as common among
Black men, according to
the American Cancer
Society.
Bob Samuels, founder
and chairman of the net
work, says Florida’s num
bers continue to show that
"African-American men
are dying prematurely at a
disproportionate rate from
prostate cancer" as well as
from heart disease and dia
betes. •
The' network, a non
profit statewide organiza
tion focusing on Black
men’s health issues, and
particularly prostate can
cer, annually generates
about $280,000 in dona
tions used to get the word
out to thousands of Black
men that the disease can be
successfully treated with
early detection.
Bit it costs much more
money than the network
raises to effectively reach
those in need of education

and
screening,
says
Samuels, who notes the
American Cancer Society
generates about $60-million for its work.
"The bottom line is we
can no longer afford to
organize the AfricanAmerican Men’s Health
Forum without funding to
hire people to organize the
forums," says Samuels.
As currently crafted,
the pending legislation
would authorize the state
Department of Health to set
up a program that would
more aggressively promote
prostate cancer awareness,
education and detection,
alon^ with a state advisory
committee. The health
department also would be
funded, or authorized to get
funding to contract with
successful, experienced
non-profits like Samuels’
Florida Prostate Cancer
Network to carry out the
program.
Last year, for example,
the network used volun
teers and in-kind donations
to provide free screenings
and education for prostate
cancer and other diseases
for nearly 1,200 partici

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PAPER

pants during its annual
men’s health forum.
"Fifty-one .of these
attendees had abnormal
(prostate cancer) screen
ings and didn’t have any
idea!" says Samuels, a
prostate cancer survivor.
"This type of early detec
tion is what FPCN is all
about. We know that it can
save lives."
Final figures are not
yet in for this year’s forum,
held on Feb. 23 at the Dale
Mabry campus of Hillsbor
ough Community College.
The House bill was
sponsored by Reps. Ken
Littlefield, R-Zephyrhills,
Sandy Murman, R-Tampa,
and Mike Fasano, R-New
Port Richey. Tampa Bay
area co-sponsors include
Reps. Mike Bennett, RSarasota, Kim Berfield, RClearwater, Gus Bilirakis,
R-Palm Harbor, Donna
Clarke, R-Sarasota, Larry
Crow, R-Dunedin, Mark
Flanagan, R-Bradenton,
Bob Henriquez, D-Tampa,
Arthenia Joyner, D-Tampa,
Charlie Justice, D-St.
Petersburg, Rob Wallace,
R-Tampa,
and Leslie
Waters, R-Largo.

The companion bill in
the Senate is sponsored by
Burt Saunders, R-Cape
Coral. Co-sponsors include
Senate President Pro Tem
Ginny Brown-Waite, RBrooksville; Tom Lee, RBrandon; Debby Sander
son, R-Ft. Lauderdale; Jim
Sebesta, R-St. Petersburg;
Rod Smith, D-Gainesville;
gubernatorial candidate
Daryl Jones, D-Miami; and
prostate cancer survivor
Les Miller, D-Tampa.
Network supporters
say they anticipate this
week’s appropriations sub
committee meeting will
produce strong recommen
dations for first year fund
ing sufficient to contract
with agencies like FPCN to
quantitatively improve on
the effective work of Vol
unteers over the last three
years.
Once the full Senate
passes the bill, and Gov.
Jeb Bush signs it, the
health department would
begin carrying out the
arthritis and prostate cancer
programs on July 1, 2002.

Conference in Orlando----------

ORLANDO-The U.S.
Department of Energy
(DOE) is hosting its Third
Annual DOE-Wide Small
Business Conference in
Orlando, Florida on May
19-22, 2002 at the Orlando
World Center Marriott
Resort and Conference
Center. The theme for the
conference is: "Roadmap
to Government Contract
ing: Equipping You for the
Journey."
The
theme
expresses the Department
desire to not only increase
contracting opportunities,
but also to increase cus
tomer satisfaction in the
small business community
through new and improved
methods of interaction with

WE WELCOME YOUR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
PLEASE SEND YOUR LETTERS TO:

BY SUPPORTING OUR ADVER

The Weekly Challenger
2500 MX King St S-

TISERS

St Petersburg, FL 33705

small businesses
and
through enhanced program
initiatives. Fourteen (14)
Federal Government Agen
cies are partnering with
DOE to host this confer
ence (DOD, HHS, DOT,
State, HUD, DOC, Interior,
Army, EPA, NSA, Treaury,
SBA, GSA, DOA,).
Attending the confer
ence will be a one-stop
opportunity to discuss your
capability with a large
number of Procurement
and Technical personnel, as
well as Small Business
Program Managers from
several government agen
cies and their prime con
tractors. The focus is to
provide better procurement

Shark Jarta

On March 17,1999, Maurice Ashley, an immigrant from Jamaica,
was 14 and living in Brooklyn, when he fell in love with the game
of chess after reading a book about Paul Morphy, a 19thcentury Louisianian who was America's first great chess
player.
Ever since, Ashley has focused his life on the game. As a
student at Brooklyn Technical High School, he joined
the Black Bear School of Chess. From 1991 to 1997,
Ashley was the chess director of the Harlem Educational
Activities Fund, during which time he led teams to three national
championships.
It was on March 17 that he became the latest of the world's 470
grandmasters, and the first black person to reach the game's
highest rank as a result of his play in a tournament sponsored by
the Manhattan Chess Club. The rank is conferred by the
International Chess Federation to players who amass a set num
ber of points in 24 official games played within a seven-year peri
od. Of the federation's 85,000 members, 45 are grandmasters,
including 10 in the New York City area. Before winning his last
points, Ashley's rank was international master, one step below
grandmaster.

No Hunting For Deals

Publix Coupon

Ajbfix,.

Publix
Where shopping is a pleasure.
Visit our website at www.publix.com

Cumberland Gap
Semi Boneless Ham

Prices Effective Thursday,
y,iMarch 21
through Saturday, March 30,2002.

Whole, Lean and Easy to Carve
(Portion ...lb 1.59)

Only in the Following Counties: Hillsborough, Pinellas,
Pasco, Lake, Hernando, Citrus, Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte,
Polk, Orange, Seminole, Highlands, Brevard and Osceola.
Quantity Rights 'Reserved.

OFF
The Purchase of Any 64-oz bot. of

(kean Spray
Cranberry or
Grapefruit Juke
100% Juice or Juice Cocktails,
Limit one deal per
coupon per customer.
Coupon effective
March 21 - 30,2002.

Closed for Easter
Our stores will be closed Easter
Sunday, March 31, 2002 so that
our associates may share this
special day with their families
and friends. Happy Easter.

Save 1.50

LU# 8148

Publix Coupon

Q
-J
Q

O
o

Italian Bread
Plus 5

o
CC

Or Pumpernickel, Rye or Sour Dough,
Made with Oatmeal, Cracked Wheat,
Sunflower Seeds, Millet and Flaxseed,
From the Publix Bakery, 16-oz loaf

ft5
O

FREE

OFF

Publix Deli
Apple Cherry
Harvest Glaze

Asparagus
Fresh and Tender

5.3-oz jar with Purchase of
Boar’s Head Apple Cherry Boneless
Sweet Slice Ham ... lb 5.99

Q
co
cq
Si

The Purchase of One (1) box of

Kellogg's Cereal
Assorted Varieties, 17-oz or Larger
Limit one deal per
coupon per customer.
Coupon effective
March 21 - 31, 2002.

Save 2.00

Jo
ph

I

tools to assist small busi
nesses and make the over
all system more user
friendly to the small busi
ness community.
Web site http://www.
smallbusiness-outreach
.doe.gov/annual contains
all the information about
the Conference. If interest
ed in attending, please be
sure to register both on line
and at the hotel before 19
April 2002.
If you have any ques
tions,
please
contact
Charles Williams at 865576-5657, Will Minter at
865-576-9803,
Myma
Turturro at 202-586-4676
or Marcia Haynes at 202586-6933/7377.

LU# 8168
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Friendship MBC

Women’s Conference ‘2002

The
Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church
under the leadership of
Pastor John A. Evans, Sr.,
extends to you a warm in
vitation to our worship
services this Sunday and to
all activities and events
during the week.
Services begins at 7:45
a.m. with the Youth
Ministry
leading
the
Devotion. The Angelic and
Teen Choirs and Ushers
will serve during both serv
ices, and Pastor Evans will
preach the unadulterated
Word of God.
Church School begins
at 9:30 a.m. with the 2nd
Assistant Superintendent
presiding.
A second service is held
at 10:45 a.m. opening with
the Praise Team.
This Saturday, March
23rd, at 7 p.m. the Minister
of Music, Preceida A.
Harris presents the Annual
Musical Extravaganza enti
tled “Lift the Savior Up!”.
Soloists, gospel groups,
liturgical dance ministries
and choirs throughout the
Bay Area will minister
with music and in ‘song.
Please come celebrate with
us during this special occa
sion. For more informa
tion, please call (727) 9068300.
There will be no week

The
Women
of
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church invite you
to share with them in their
Women’s Conference. The
theme is “Christian Wo
men: Gripping Their Godly
Purpose”.
The
Women’s
Conference will commence
on Friday, April 26th, at 7
p.m. with Elder Janice
Bowling of Grace, Praise
and Worship Center from

ly Prayer/Praise and Bible
Study because of the Revi
val in progress.
Revival, Revival, Revi
val: “The Road To
Calvary” First Annual
Revival will commence at
First Baptist Institutional
Church, 3144 3rd Avenue
South on Palm Sunday,
March 24, through Good
Friday, March 29. Services
will be at 7:30 p.m. nightly.
God providentially brought
together three of Tampa
Bay’s Visionary Leaders to
trace the footsteps of Christ
during ‘‘Holy Week”.
Pastor Wayne Thompson,
First Baptist Institutional
Church; Pastor Clarence
Warren, Mt. Primitive
Baptist Church; and Pastor
John A. Evans, Sr.,
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church, for six
nights of great singing,
praying and preaching,
another opportunity to
“Win Souls for Christ”.
More information can be
found on the Resource
Table.
Wednesday, April 3rd;
12 noon, Noonday Bible
Study,
also
each
Wednesday from 12 noon 2 p.m., Bread of Life
Ministry serving lunch to
all needy in the communi
ty.

Tlje Lord Is Great ai?d His
(Mercies T^pdureth Forever!
All Nations Church of God By Faith
3000 - 4th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL
327-5926 • 327-2656
Sunday School.......................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship........................................11 a.m.
Night Worship.......... .........................
7 p.m.
Tuesday Bible Class.....................................8 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting..................... 8 p.m.
Friday Tarry Service................................... 8p.m.
Saturday Sabbath School.....................-11a.m.

West Palm Beach as the
keynote speaker. In addi
tion, there will be a dynam
ic Prayer Breakfast and
Workshop Session on
Saturday, April 27th,
beginning at 7:45 a.m. with
Dr. Ada Davis,; Pastor
Lynette Hicks and Pastor
Deborah Powe as work
shop leaders. Plus, a spe
cial session for teen girls,
ages 12-17 with Min.
Debra Green leading. The

finale will be on Sunday,
April 28, during the 11 a.m.
worship service with a spe
cial men’s and women’s
consecration.
This promises to be a
spirit-filled life changing
experience that you don’t
want to miss! You may
contact the church office at
(727) 906-8300 for regis
tration information.

New Philadelphia Community
Church —--------*----------- —
To worship God in the
beauty of His holiness was
order of the day for fifth
Sunday in Lent at New
Philadelphia.
Women’s
history is ongoing focus of
worship celebration during
month of March. Last
Sunday’s messenger was
Kim Price-Gaskin. Title of
message was “We’re Off to
See the Wizard.”
Her message challenge
was for Christians to have
persistent and steadfast
faith in the power of God.
When the world seems to
be seeking help from astro
logical charts, psychic hot
lines, or “Crossing Over”
shortcuts, it is important to
know that what one seeks
is within when Christ is
object of one’s faith.
Tone, fervor, and tenor
of worship was spiritually
launched through the sin
cere, earnest prayers of
children and youth. Senita

prayers. Shirley Caesar’s
“Rejoice” was consumated with Jo Ann Nesbitt’s
cathartic and soul rejoicing
praise service. A tape min
istry offering in music was
given as Vikki T. GaskinButler sang “Ride On King
Jesus.”
Miflistry in music was
provided by Jo Ann
Nesbitt and Dominique
Barber who also served as
worship leader. Meditation
and preparation offering
was given by James
Bolden, entitled “Jesus,
Jesus.” Students were also
rewarded for academic
achievement.
Palm Sunday worship
will have as messenger,
Trade Barber. A supper
will be held at conclusion
of mid-morning worship in
recognition of Christ’s
week of Passion.
Holy Week Activities:
Wednesday,
Bible

Robinson

Study.

and

Brandi

Williams pointed all hearts
heavenward through the
purity and honesty of their

Brunch.
Sunday, Easter Sunrise
“Break-fast” Together.

r Give God Thanks '
This Sunday For
Life, Health and
L
Strength!!

10th
Street
Church of
God-———On Saturday morning,
March 23rd, the Youth
Group of the church will
participate in a walkathon
at Lake Vista Park. Then
from 4 p.m. - 6 p.m. the
youth will sponsor their
first annual free spaghetti
outreach dinner for the
community. The dinner
will be served at the
church.
During

Thursday,
Maundy
Thursday Observance.
Friday, Good Friday

our

Easter

Sunday 11 a.m. worship
service the Drama Ministry
will present a play entitled“As I Have Loved You”

jJJIjtlafrelplfta (Cammitmiy (Efynrch
The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor
2335 - 22nd Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

Rev. Johnnie Lee Williams, Pastor

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)

Greater Gt. Paul
Missionary Baptist Church
532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Deacon Ministry.............. .................................. Deacon Edward Mesbitt
Finance Ministry .................................. .. .......................................................... James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry ................. .. . . .................... .. .................... .. . Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry . . . .................................................................. ........................ Wyvonnia McGee
"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

Sunday Schoo ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
Uh

.....................

.. 11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship

... 6 p.m.

Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.
Tuesday Night
General Bible Study
SB

Thursday Night Prayer
Meeting & Teachers Meeting
We welcome you at all times.

Rev. Clyde Williams

1948 49th St. S. • St. Pete, FL 33707
Church: 327-8072
Pastor: Elder Franklin Evans
Sunday School
9:30a.m.
Morning Worship
11:15 a.m.
Bible Study (Monday)
7:00 p.m.
Prayer & New Comers Class
(Wednesday)
6:30p.m.
Prayer (Tues. & Thurs.)

On Sunday, March 10,
at 10 a.m. we at Earth
Mission worshiped and
praised the Lord. The Earth
Mission Church family
witnessed one of the most
miraculous
spirit-filled
worship experiences.
The praise worshippers
set the atmosphere for the
overwhelming flow, of the
“Anointing”.
Presented to the congre
gation by the Pastor
Constaiice D. Samuels was
Roger Stroman, one who
had been traveling on the
road to Damascus, a road
of destruction, a road of

persecution, a road that
offered no hope to eternal
life.
While traveling he was
struck down by the convic
tion of the “Holy Spirit”. A
question was asked “When
are you going to surrender?
Aren’t you tired?” He went
to his mother, Helen
Williams’, place of em
ployment
and
cried
“Mama, I am tired, I now
surrender all to the Lord”.
He gave his confession
of faith and set under the
tutelage of Bishop Holey.
There was still an ur
gency in his spirit to preach

the Gospel.
He confessed his call
ing to Pastor Samuels.
After prayer and spiri
tual counseling, she gave
him the opportunity to
preach his initial, sermon “What a Blessing”.
His life change is lead
ing so many of his friends
to Christ. He is now in the
ordination training semi
nary, which is being
offered by the Earth
Mission Ministries, under
the instruction and teach
ing of Rev. Robert Peak,
Dr. Oween Henry and Dr.
Curtis Barrowes.

written by Jacqueline
Rosett Dickman. This play
is a dramatic presentation
of the Last Supper, which
depicts a Bible-based pres
entation that recreates the
night Jesus, said “good
bye” to his disciples. In this
drama
each
disciple
describes his background
and life with Jesus. You are
invited to witness this

Weekly Services:
•
Prayer
Service,
Monday night 7-8 p.m.
•
Bible
Study,
Wednesday night, 7:158:15 p.m.
Monthly Events:
• Singles Ministry every
2nd Friday.
• Married Couples
Ministry, 3rd Friday.
• Seniors Ministry 4th
Saturday.
Please call the church

for further information and
monthly meeting locations.
10th Street Church of
God Sunday School Dept.
is sponsoring an Easter Egg
Hunt at Unity Park,
Saturday, March 30th, from
11 a.m.-l p.m. There will
be prizes and refreshments.
Ages 2-12 welcome. All
children should be accom
panied by an adult.

event

as

it

“All Are Welcome” • “Bring A Friend”

Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church
505 - 35th Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL • 327-3186
Morning Worship............................................. 7:45a.m.
Sunday School ......................................9:15 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship ...........................10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union.................................... 5:00p.m.
Mid-Week Worship.......... Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study/Prayer Service . .Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Come join us at tfe Cfurcf wfere everyone is ‘Welcome!

'T'JlLiM'L: Looking Upward, Searching Inward, Striving Onward

SundaySchool................ ...................
. .9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . ................... . . . . ... .11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting/
Bible Study .................................... ........................ .7:15 p.m.
Evening Worship (lst & 3rd Sunday) .... .6:00 p.m.

Sunday Morning Services
SundaySchool ....................................... 9:30am
Morning Worship .................................11:00 am
Youth Bible Study ............................ Wed. 6:30 pm
Adult Bible Study & Prayer Service Wed. 7:00 pm

527 49th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Ph: 727-327-2849 • Fax: 866-1896

Rev Curtjss L Long Pastor

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37fh Street South, St. Petersburg, FL

First Baptist Institutional Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone:323-7518
Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor
Sunday School - 9:30

a.m.

Morning Worship - 11:00

a.m.

the

Schedule of Services
Church School ............................ 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ......................... 11a.m.
Baptist Training Union............................... 5p.m.
Evening Worship ....................... 6:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting
Thursday ...............
.7 p.m.

“One. wccfjrom cfturcfi mafes one weaf.”

First Baptist Family
nlh

309 - 15th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33704
Telephone (727) 893-1741

Sunday Worship Service
10:30 A.M.
Sunday School 9:30 A.M.
Bible Study, Tues, 7-8 P.M.

Rev. Earnest Jones,
Pastor

New Faith
Free Methodist Church

207 - 10th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL

WINGS OF FAITH CHRISTIAN CENTER

(Revelation 22:17)

on

2427 Irving Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 824-2814, Pastor • 323-1290, Church

You are hereby invited to fellowship with

“...let the one that is thirstv come.”

unfolds

Sunday, March 31st.

Come Worship With

11 a.m.-12 p.m.

For more infor
mation, contact
Pastor lerome
& Pastor Kisha
Iordan at
727-865-7763 or
888-353-9555,
ext. 2445

L to R: Helen Williams, Minister Roger Stroman Jr.,
Pastor Constance D. Samuels

10th Street Church Of God

International Headquarters, Anderson, Indiana

Emmanuel Christian
Fellowship Inc.

Earth Mission Ministries - “The
Damascus Road Experience”

F

,

'

■==

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church
"Were Busy as Bees But Sweet As Honey"

Bishop RonaU Moten, Pastor
Alfreda Moten, Co-Pastor
Biskop Ronald Moten and tke Wings of Faith Church Family would
like to extend to you a personal invitation to worship with us during
our scheduled times:

912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089

Sunday School
9:30 A.M,
Morning Worship & Children's Church 10:45 A.M.
Prayer/Fasting
Intercessory Prayer &

Bihle Class

1

Rev. Roosevelt Hardy

Tuesday
Wednesday, .7:30 P.M.

Pastor

U||L L

Church School................ ..
9:00 A.M.
New Member Class. . . ...9:00 A.M.
Morning Worship.......... . . . .10:30 A.M.

n
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Emmanuel Christian
“Praise ye the Lord.
Praise God in His sanctu
ary: Praise Him in the fir
mament of His power." Psalm 150:1
As
Missionary
Gwendolyn Rollins led the
devotional service, the
praises rang out to our
Almighty God. Choir #1
came along and sang prais
es unto our Holy God with
“I’m Free” - to put the
Word in motion, along
came the youth pastor,
Elder Lawrence Range, Sr.,
with the Word of God, just
a simple reminder that God
inhabits the praises of His

people, as the praises rang
out throughout the commu
nity. Children even came to
join in. We thank God as
well as our members that
made the move a smooth
transition.
We welcome and invite
you to share with us at our
new location. You are still
welcome to sing, shout,
clap your hands, stump
your feet, as you see fit to
praise the King of Kings,
and the Lord of Lords.
We were blessed at
1948 49th Street South. As
well as being a blessing to
God’s people, now we are

expecting bigger things
from the Lord as we have
been obedient to His word.
Come join in the glory of
the Lord and be blessed.
Our prayers are with:
Sis. Snell, and Sis. Houston
for a speedy recovery.
Also, the Anderson Family
during their hour of sorrow.
May God keep you in our
prayer.
Our prayers go out for
“little
sis.
Danieyell
Evans” for a speedy recov
ery,. We missed you in
Sunday School.

Pleasant Grove MBC
Pastor Joseph Gordon
and the Pleasant Grove
Church family invite you
to worship with them on
Sunday, March 24th. The
Gospel Chorus will render
song service and the Adult
Male Usher Board will
serve in the 7 a.m. early
morning worship service.
Sunday School begins
at
9:30
a.m.
with
Superintendent
Deacon
Philip Carter presiding.
Mid-morning
worship
begins at 10:50 a.m. The
Youth Choir and Gospel
Chorus will render song
service and the Youth
Usher Board will serve.
Also, the Youth Choir will
be on program at the
Macedonia M.B. Church of
Rubonia and the Gospel
Chorus along with Pastor
Gordon will worship in the
appreciation service of

Bishop John Copeland at
the Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church at 4 p.m.
Attention! Calling all
“2002” graduates. The Ed
ucation Committee is
preparing for you. Please
submit your name, high
school, phone number and
your career goals to chair
person, Cynthia Tomlin,
Ruth Johnson-Williams or
Cynthia Durant by April
21st.
Pastor Gordon and the
church and Pastor’s Anni
versary Committee wishes
to thank all visiting pastors
and congregations, mem
bers and friends for a
“Holy Ghost” week last
week. Again, we thank
you.
Pleasant Grove cruises
to Alaska, June llth-19th.
Please see or contact Kay
Curry at (727) 864-2937

after 7 p.m. for details.
Youth Choir rehearsal
will be held on Saturday,
March 23rd, from 1:30 to
3:15 p.m. Parents, please
encourage your child/chil
dren to attend. Also, the
Youth Usher Board will
meet at 3 p.m. Tempie
Etheridge, Supervisor of
Youth Choir, and Henry
Watkins, Supervisor of
Youth Ushers.
The Bible Drill Team
will rehearse Friday, March
22nd, at 6:30 p.m. with
Commander Deacon Jim
Anderson.
Have a spirit-filled
week until next time.
Thought for the week...
“I determined not to know
anything among you except
Jesus Christ and Him cru
cified.” -1 Corinthians 2:2

All Nations Church of God
by Faith —------------------ ———
The Holy Ghost Fire was still
burning in our Sunday’s service
after a “In House Revival” for
three nights last week.
Elder Wayne Wells brought a

dynamic message. He gave us ten
of many reasons to praise the Lord.
- Ephesians 1:1-14.
Pastors James and Johnnie L.
Williams.

Faith Memorial Missionary
Baptist Church
1800 - 18th Avenue S., St. Petersburg, FL
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Membership Training 5 p.m.
Bible Study & Prayer
Meeting Tuesday 7 p.m.

There will be a special dedica
tory service on Saturday, March
30th, at 5 p.m. Come and help us
celebrate.
This is the Lord’s doing, and it

God’s representatives and
their actions should speak
positively of Him. He
brought the house to their
feet as he recaptured Jesus’
sacrifice for all men and
urged them to do away with
all their excuses. Pastor
Louis Murphy of Mt. Zion
Progressive MB Church
offered prayer following
the message for everyone
in the house. They came
bringing their offerings to
the Lord. And what an
offering it was! With a joy
ous spirit, they gave their
offerings in support of the
Rebuilding the Walls,
Phase II Drive. This drive
is to provide new carpet,
pews and church furniture
for the Pentecostal Temple
sanctuary. Superintendent
Willie Matheney expressed
a special act of love with a
$1,000 gift toward this
vision.
Rev. Dexter McCree,
also
of
Mt.
Zion
Progressive offered the
final closing prayer and
benediction as the men
gathered at the altar. Pastor
William Anderson was
elated and well pleased as
the men of God allowed the
Spirit of God to work
through them and bless all
that were in attendance. He
extends a hearty welcome
to the community to join
the Pentecostal Temple
family on Sunday, March
24th, for the 11:30 a.m.
service as we climax our
Phase II Drive. Elder
Terence Merritt, Ph.D. of
Baltimore, MD, will be the
speaker of the hour.

much time and energy to
this event. Treat yourself
on this unique theatrical
event. Admittance is free
of charge.
Please note the Greater
Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
advertisement for a listing
of weekly church services,
Bible study and prayer
meeting. Pastor Clarence
Williams and the entire
Greater Mt. Zion A.M.E.
Church family wish each
of you a Happy Easter.
Remember, you are always
warmly welcomed at
Greater Mt. Zion A.M.E.
Church.

First Baptist Institutional
The P.A. James Circle
Mission of First Baptist
Institutional Church cor
dially invites you to their
annual Palm Green Leaf
Tea and Spring FashionHats Review on Sunday,
March 24th, from 4-6 p.m.
in the Church Fellowship

Hall, 3144 3rd Ave. S.
Circle members have
worked hard putting this
annual event together.
Some of our guests models
like the ones in photos
from various churches will
feature hats for the stylish
today’s church women.

Also on the program
will be First Baptist Re
nowned Girls and Teens
Dance Team. Come one
and all and enjoy this
Christian fellowship with
us.
Wayne G. Thompson is
pastor.

Barbara Cox

James Felton

Ms. Gladys Newton

Dear Father, You Have Given So Much; Give One Thing More - A Grateful Heart. Amen

1500 N. Pennsylvania Avenue
Clearwater, Florida 33516
Church Phone: 443-1945 Parsonage: 446-6056
■KBI
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TRIHITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
2830 - 22nd Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 327-8560

Dr. Frederick D.
Terry

Ple&dant CfMwz MiAAjjQWGAq, /Z&pitit Gkuftch

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

us this year in worship and
praise to a Risen Savior.
We will host Easter Sunrise
Services at Vinoy Park on
Sunday, March 31, at 6:30
a.m. Perhaps you either
witnessed or heard about
our outdoor Easter Sunrise
Service last year. A spiritu
ally spectacular event.
Come out and enjoy a spir
it-filled service while liter
ally visualizing the dawn
of Easter Sunday.
Then later in the morn
ing, treat yourself to a
major
production
of
“Conqueror of the Tomb”
on Easter Sunday, March
31st, at 9 a.m. at Greater

the horizon at Greater Mt.
Zion A.M.E. Church. Mt.
Zion A.M.E. Church is
located at 919 20th Street
South, where the Reverend
Clarence Williams is pas
tor. For your spiritual
growth we invite you to
tune in each Sunday morn
ing at 8:30 a.m. to our live
radio broadcast on WRXB
1590 AM on your radio
dial.
You are cordially invit
ed to attend our “Lay Day”
Program on Sunday, March
24th, at 5 p.m. This is an
annual Palm Sunday event
that you will not want to
miss.

St. John (Missionary Baptist Church

is marvelous in our sight. - Psalms
118)23
Overseer James and Johnnie
Williams.

You are invited to share spiritual nurturing, preaching of the Gospel
and a Christian community for everyone

"The Church That's Moving Forward Together"

-
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Rev. Fleming Tarver, Pastor
Sunday Services
Sunday Service ............................................................................8:00 a.m.
Sunday School............................................................................ 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..................................................................... 11:00 a.m.
Baptist Training Union ................
.....................................5:00 p.m.
Weekly Services
Bible Class Monday, 7:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study, Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
The cfturcfi. where everybody is somebody and Christ is aft

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church
930 - 18th Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. John Copeland, Pastor
Morning Worshi........................................................... 8:00 a.m.
Sunday School......................................... .................. . 9:30 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship.......... .............. ........
........ 11:00 a.m.
PFayer Meeting and Bible Class Wed....... ............ 7:00 p.m.
Communion is observed quarterly
the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.
For transportation to the church, call 327-8196 or 327-2391.

The Church Where Everyone Is Welcome

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL
Early Morning Worship...................................
7:00a.m.
"Soaring Higher in
Sunday School..................................................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship....................
10:50 a.m.
Christ Jesus"

•

Baptist Training Union.......................................................4:30 p.m.
Communion................................................7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays...................... ....................................................7:30 pm.

820 20th Street South

Home: 896-8006

Behold, how good and
how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together
in unity ! What a wonderful
fulfillment of that scripture
took place as the men of
God came together for
Pentecostal Temple’s first
Men’s Day Celebration.
They came - men from St.
Petersburg, Clearwater and
even as far north as Tarpon
Springs! The women also
came to be a part of what
God was going to do. They
came offering their gifts filling in every space of the
service. Minister Ricky
Welch of Prayer Tower
COGIC presided with ex
citement. Eric Bostick took
us up in praise and wor
ship. The St. John MB
Church Male Chorus of
Clearwater and the Mt.
Zion Progressive MB
Church Male Chorus
rocked the house as they
also blessed the Lord in
song. And there was an
unscheduled treat: the East
Lake COGIC Male Chorus
from Tarpon Springs sere
naded the heart of God
with their rendition of
“Hallelujah, Salvation and
Glory”.
They came in expectan
cy of receiving something
from God. And receive
they did! Rev. Troy Adams
of St. John MB Church of
Clearwater filled the empty
cups as he spoke on the
theme “Yes, I Am My
Brother’s Keeper”. He ex
horted the men to love one
another and lift each other
up. He told the men that
they must take responsibil
ity for their actions. He reminded them that they are

9:00 AM.............. ................................................................ . Prayer Time
9:30 AM.................................... ................................. ..
Sunday School
11:00 AM............. ......................... ...............
.................... . .Worship
12:30 PM.................................................................After Service Fellowship
Wednesday 6:30 PM Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

Reg. Bragg L. Turner, Pastor

St. Pete, FL

Greater Mt. Zion A.M.E.
Pentecostal Temple
Make plans now to join Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church.
Exciting events are on
COGIC---------- ------------The actors have exerted

pWB,
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Bible Class . ................ 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .. . ........... 10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday . . ..... .7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship . . . i... . .5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class . ..............7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class . . . .7:00 p.m.

Rev. Joseph Gordon

Stewart-Isom Memorial Christian Methodist
Episcopal Church

Christ Gospel Church
2512 22nd Ave. S.
St. Pete, FL 33712
327-0997
Rev. RD,H. Leonard
Pastor
suwdaf
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:45 a.m.
Evening Worship 7:30 p.m.
TUESDAY
Bible Study 7:30 p.m.
FRIDAY

Evangelical Service 7:30 p.m.
PRAYER TIMES

Tuesdays. Fridays & Sundays - half an hour before
service.
Mondays & Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.
Friday nights at midnight.
RADIO BROADCAST

Sundays 7:45 a.m.
iPyou would like to come to church and do not have a way, call
3270997.

The Church Where Everyone Is Welcome

Rev.. Calvin Hopkins

“To Qod 'Be The (jfory”

Greater Mt. Zion
African Methodist
Episcopal Church
919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Early Morning Worship 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
All Male Bible Study Weds. 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Prayer Meeting Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Pastor
Bible Study Monday 6:00 p.m.
Vintage Bible Study Wednesday 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday 8:30 a.m.)
Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
("The church with a heart in the heart of the city")

African Methodist Episcopal Church
■ Sunday- Church School,
9:45am
■ Sunday- Worship Service,
11:00am
■ TTiesday- Operation "BIG EAR",
6:00pm- 7:00pm
Spiritual Counseling
■ Wednesday- Prayer Meeting & Bible Study,
7:00pm- Until
Thursday- Tutoring for K thru 5th,
6:30pm- 7:30pm
■ Friday- Great Book Review for Youth, 7:00pm
■ Saturday- Young Men’s Bible Study, "Teen Word"
Each 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month
9:00am- 10:00am

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

1820 Walton Street S„ St. Pete, FL 33712
(813)327-0593
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.

Saint Mark

Pastor Keturah
D. Pittman

2232 62nd Avenue South

St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 867-2400

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327-0554
"Church of The Open Door"

Rev. Joaquin
Marvin

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship:
8:00 a.m. & 11 :OO a m
Wed. NBC/AWANA/Bible Study/
Praise & Prayer 7:00 p.m
Thurs. Midday Bible Study
12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m
Sat. Noon Day Prayer Hour
12:00 noon - 1 :OO p.m.
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Moore’s Chapel AME
“Lent is a time to let the
power of our faith story
take a hold for us, a time to
let the events get up and
walk around in us, a time to
intensity our living unto
Christ, a time to hover over
the thoughts of our hearts, a
time to place our feet in the
streets of Jerusalem or to
walk along the sea and lis
ten to His Word, a time to
touch His robe and feel the
healing surge through us, a
time to ponder and a time
to wonder - Lent is a time

to allow a fresh new taste
of God.” - Ann Weems,
Kneeling in Jerusalem.
Our church services
have provided spiritual
food for the week, which
keeps us from becoming
spiritually weak. The third
Sunday is always Youth
Day at Moore’s Chapel.
Our youth take active roles
in the worship services.
Our youth speaker, Miles
Poole, Jr.’s message was
short, sweet and very
informative. He stressed

the importance of praising
God and asked the ques
tion, “Are you a member of
Bedside Baptist or BET
AME?” It was an enjoyable
message. We would like to
give accolades to the mem
bers of our youth for their
academic achievements..
These students are: Dean’s
list - Kasib Brown,
Destartee Cunnungham,
Navid Fraizer and Omonegho Emekopara. Honor
roll - Denise Baker, Alanna
Brown, Jasmine Brown,

Deacon Ministry will
celebrate their first Deacon
Retreat on Friday, March
22nd, from 6-9 p.m. and
Saturday, March 23rd,
from 9 a.m.-l p.m. Retreat
site is the Hampton Inn.
Retreat facilitator is Rev.
Roger
James
of
Jacksonville.
Members and commu
nity are encouraged to help
us celebrate our upcoming
58th Church Anniversary
on April 18th-21st. Nightly
speakers and a brunch on
April 20th at the Regency
are planned. Additional
information will be forth
coming.
Parents are reminded to
bring their children to
choir
rehearsal
on
Thursday at 5:30 p.m. Soul
food dinner will be served
after rehearsal.

Prayer Tower Church Oi God In Christ
1135 37th Street South, St.

Herring (Butch) playing his
trumpet. It is a joy and a
blessing to hear him play,
especially the Doxology “Praise God from Whom
all Blessings Flow”. Mr.
Herring, a product of
Moore’s Chapel, is the son
of Eugenia Herring. As he
played Sunday, some of the
children in the Youth Choir
watched in amazement. We
thank Mr. Herring for using
his talent “for the glory of
the Lord”.

peaceful ZION M.B. CHURCH

Travelers’ Rest Missionary
Baptist--------------------------------- —
“Hosanna: Blessed is
the King of Israel that
cometh in the name of the
Lord.”
Welcome
to
Worship Services on Palm
Sunday, March 24th. 8 a,m.
is
the
Contemporary
Worship Service. 9:30 a.m.
is Life Development jand
Sunday School. 11 a.m. is
Traditional
Worship
Service. Pastor D. Franklin
Browne
and
family
extends warm greetings of
welcome as you fellowship
with us..
. This fourth Sunday is
Youth .Sunday. Young peo
ple will be in charge of
Morning Service. The
Praise Team will lead de
votional service, Praise and
Worship and Ministry of
Music. Our special guest
speaker will be Rev. Roger
James of Jacksonville.

Kashae Bryant, Brianna
Byrd, Brian Butler, Katie
Harrell, Joshua King and
Miles Poole, Jr. We will
honor these students next
month. Our pastor, Rev,
James Blount, took us to
the next level on the highspirited Holy Ghost ladder.
“Train up a child in the
way in which he should go
and when he’s old he will
not depart from it.” This
saying is true, as we ob
served and heard David J.

2051 - 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Rev, F.G, Jackson, Pastor
(813) 822-2455
Church School....... 9 30 a m.
Morning Worship., ,11.00 a.m.

Weekly Activities:
11 a.m. Mid-Day Bible
Study.
March 21st - 5:30 p.m.,
Children and Youth Choir
rehearsal; 6 p.m;, 58th
Anniversary committee
meeting; 7 p.m., Mass
Choir rehearsal.
March 22nd - Deacons’
Retreat (Hampton Inn).
March 23rd - Deacons’
Retreat.
March 25th - Deacons’
Ministry meeting.
March 27th - Bible
Study cancelled.
If you need transporta
tion to Travelers’ Rest,
please contact the office at
822-4869 by noon on
Saturday.
If you are looking for a
church home, we extend an
invitation to you to join is
with us.
Happy Palm Sunday
and Spring Break for stu
dents, March 25th-29th

■T.U....................5:00 p.m.
Evening Worship.... 6:00 p.m.

Tuesday Evening
Bible Class............. ,7:30 p.m.

Wednesday Youth
Rehearsal.............. 5.20 pm
Thursday Prayer & Church
School Study......... 7:30 p.m
1st & 2nd Saturdays SR.
Choir Rehearsal.... 11 :GQ a.m.

Bible Holiness Church of God in Christ
419 - 5th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: 898-3838
The members would like to invite
you and your family to worship with
us. Our services are:
Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:00am
Weds.-Family Worship
7:00pm
Sunday School
10:00am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:15am
Sunday Evening Worship 7:00pm

Moore’s Chapel
AME Church

Rev. James T. Blount - Pastor
Sunday Worship - 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School (all ages) - 9:30a.m.
Noon Day Prayer/Bible Study - Wednesday -12:00 p.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
, 3037 - Fairfield Avenue south
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727)321-3545
“Where The Word Is Changing Lives” ;

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CENTER
4240 Central Avenue • St: Petersburg,FL33711 •(813)328-9412

GRACE
FELLOWSHIP
CENTRAL

F
E
'L
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The Lord looks down
from heaven, He sees
all the sons of men. Psalm 33

Except God build the
house they labor in
vain that build it.
Ps. 127:1-

St. Joseph Church

CENTER

GRACE
0
w

SERVICE

(813) 328-9412

Sunday Masses Are At:
9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Gospel Choir 9 a.m.
Traditional Choir 11 a.m.

NURSERYAND
CHILDREN’S
CHURCH
, AVAILABLE

Pastor Leonard Wilson * Phone: 536*1890

Geraldine Gray. Come and
hear this wonderful servant
of God.
Coming events:
March 23rd - Share
Package
Distribution,
11:30-12:30
p.m.,
Fellowship Hall (Annex).
March 27th - St.
Petersburg District Revival
Planning meeting, Moore’s
Chapel AME, 7 p.m.
Reminders:
Tutpring - Monday and
Thursday,
6-8
p.m.,
Fellowship Hall (Annex),
Grades 1-12, sponsored by
the Daisy Pierce/Fannie
Williams
Missionary
Society.
For transportation to
Church School, Bible
Study and church, please
contact: Tony Macon, 3280022, Willie Frank Bryant,
894-6067, or Mose Bell,
906-8225. For church
scheduled events, please
see ad in newspaper

3700 22nd Avenue S. • 321-0020
Elder Clarence L. Warren, Pastor

Sunday School.................. 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ........... 11:0O a.m.
The church where everyone is wefcome & the Spirit of Christ (ives.

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 896-5228

Sunday Services:
Church School.................. ..
Praise & Worship Services.................................
Tuesday Services:
Prayer Service........................................ ........
Bible Study .... . , . ;,......... ...............

. . 9am
10:30am

I

'

9

. 6:30pm
... 7pm

Join us as we lift up tfe. name ofJesus

"

Dr. Alvin
Moore,
Pastor

Pentecostal TcippIc Ckurck of God ip Ckrist
2230 - 22nd Street 5., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Community Bible Study
Prayer & Bible Study
Intercessory Prayer

10:00

a.m.
a.m.
7:30 p.m
7:30 p.m

11:30
Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday

a.m.

2101 - 22nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg

Phone

s
H
I
P

Sunday School
9:30 - 10:30
Morning Worship 10:30
Evening Worship 6:30
Wed. - Pray 7:00
Bible Study 7:30

weeks we will be preaching
the following sermons on
the life of Elijah.
1.
Dry
Brook
University.
2.
Empty
Barrell
Graduate School.
3. Elijah’s on-the-job
Training.
4. It’s Show Time.
5. The Hireling and his
Servant.
6. A Prophet’s Work is
Never Done.
7. How the Mighty are
Fallen.
8. How the Fallen are
Restored.
9. Back in the Saddle
Again.
10. When God Says,
“That’s Enough”.
11. Waiting for the
Whirlwind.
I look forward to seeing
you as we explore the life
of this man of God to learn
that we can be great men
and women of God in this
present age.
Our speaker at the 8
a.m. service will be Rev.

Mt. Zion Primitive
Baptist Church

Pastor: Elder B.O. Walker

Fete, FL
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Morning Service 11:30 a.m.
YPWW 5:30 p.m. Sunday
Church Service 6:30 p.m. Sunday
Night Services 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday Services 7:30 p.m.

Here is a personal mes
sage from our Pastor:
Elijah: The Prophet of
courage and confrontation.
The pages of the Bible are
filled with accounts of men
and women that seem larg
er than life, people like
Moses, David, Daniel,
Paul, Ruth, Esther and oth
ers. All seem to be charac
ters that are so far above
the realm of our own expe
rience that we may feel like
we can never be like them.
All of these people were
just that - people! The man
in our study is no different.
When I read about the life
and ministry of Elijah, I am
amazed at the courage and
at his power with God. Yet,
I am reminded by the Word
of God that Elijah “was a
man subject to passion as
we are” (James 5:17). He
was just a man who walked
in humble obedience
before his god. Sunday,
March 17th, I preached the
sermon, “A Man Sent from
God”. For the next 11

Father Callist Nyambo, Pastor

With Allah’s Name, The Merciful Benefactor, The Merciful Redeemer

Masjid Al-Muminin
Islamic Services

ELIM

Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

801 - 6th Avenue S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
. (727) 894-5246 j 823-1619
SATURDAYS
Sabbath School; 9 am
Morning Worship: 11 am
Youth Hour: 1 Hour Before
Sunset
WEDNESDAY
Prayer Meeting: 7:30 PM
ELIM Junior Academy & Day Care Center

Jumuah Prayer - Friday 1:30 p.m.
Qur'anic Study - Sunday 11:00 a.m.
Taleem - 12:00 p.m.

Travelers Rest
Missionary Baptist
Church

Imam Wilmore Sadiki
3762 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327 - 8483

2183 - 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church Phone: 822-4869
Residence: 824-6021
Mid-Morning Worship Service . .10:45 a,m.
SundaySchool............... „
Q’.vinm
Prayer/Praise Service (Wc Rev. Donald
F. Browne

BREAKTHROUGH CHRISTIAN CENTER

"WE ARE THE CHURCH WHERE CHRIST IS THE CENTER OF ATTRACTION"

1940 - 49th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL
■ (727) 321-4986/888-447-PRAY (7729) • Fax (727) 321-3937
Website: www.bredkthroughcr.com • E-mail: pahtor@breakfhrotighcc.com

Friendship

<LZfA/[c!X!XLc>>TClrVlj

Missionary Baptist
3300 - 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 906-8300
Pastor John A. Evans
Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Thursday

“PROPHETIC FIRE IS FALLING*'

^.LOn

Bread of Life
Prayer and Bible Study 7 PM
also Youth Enrichment Hour

Pi 4 / ZZZcLKcZl

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 894-4311
www.mzprogressive.org

SUNDAY SERVlCES ONLY
RADIO MINISTRY-WRXB-1590 AM
Monday through Friday 6:00-6:15 AM
Sundays 9:30-10:00 AM
WTAN-1340 AM Sundays 4:30-5 PM

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.
(Adult and Youth)

TAPE MlNISTRY/DYNAMIC PRAISE & WORSHIPPRAYER 30 MlNUTES
BEFORE EVERY SERVICE
Sunday Service 8:30 AM
“Power Breakthrough Service*111:00 AM
“A Night of Prophecy*1 @ 7:30 PM Sunday
TUESDAY "WORD EXPLOSlON" - 7:30 PM
1 KID AY "J I Rllfr SIRVK P* 7 ’.() I'M
■Vni 111 i\ AC IK IN - SdlinJ.n. (. I’M
NURSERY/TODDLER MINlSTRY (5 & under)

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

PASTOR/PROPHET
GLENN MILLER

COME AS YOU ARE - NO DRESS CODE
"4 Place ofHealing and Restoration0
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— Bethel Metropolitan---------- --------

Prayer Tower COGIC
“If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all un
righteousness." -John 1:9
Supt. Elder Clarence
Welch and the Prayer
Tower Church family wel
come you with open arms
at all times to worship with
us in the presence of the
Lord! We truly appreciate
your prayers,' support and
patronage of our church.
May God forever smile
upon you at all times!
On March 21st, we will
visit Zion Temple Holiness
Church, and on March
23rd, we will have our
annual Ministers and
Deacons Wives meeting
and District YPWW meet
ing in Bradley, FL. Also on
the 23rd we will host a
Caribbean Dinner Sale at
the church from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m. The menu will con
sist of jerk or curry chick
en, peas, rice, cabbage,
carrots, fried plantains and
collard greens! Lastly, on
March 23rd, there will be a
mandatory rehearsal for
children participating in

the Easter program. The
rehearsal
will
begin
promptly from 10 a.m. to
12 p.m.
On
March
24th,
Commissioner Ken T.
Welch will be the guest for
our annual Youth Day
Services at 11:30 a.m.
Commissioner Welch is a
very influential member of
the Pinellas County Board
of Commissioners and a
lifelong member of Prayer
Tower COGIC. We are
expected to be abundantly
blessed hy his message to
our youth. The public is
more than welcome to
attend!
The Pageant applica
tion deadline is March
24th. For more informa
tion, ■ contact Ellender
Jackson at 321-0670.
Please be reminded that
our annual Usher Board
Anniversary for 2002 will
be held on March 24th at
4:30 p.m. Elder Troy

Lewis will be our guest
speaker.
On March 30th, we will
host an Easter Egg Hunt at
the church for the children.
All children are invited.
On Easter Day, we will cel
ebrate the rising of Jesus
Christ at the 11:30 a.m.
service with Communion
Services and will culmi
nate the celebration at 5:30
p.m. with our afternoon
services. Please come out
and help us lift up the
name of Jesus!
Remember to pray for
our sick and shut-in mem
bers, pray and study the
Word of God constantly. If
my people who art called
by my name shall humble
themselves, pray, seek my
face and tum from their
wicked ways, then will I
hear their prayer, heal their
sick and their land!
Have a prayerful week!

REVIVAL
“Behold The Lamb”
I Corinthians 5:7-8
Fill 'Your Cup...... Join us for PASSOVER
8:oo P.M., March 26, 2002

“The Lord
is great
and is to
be highly
praised;
His great
ness is
beyond
.under
standing.”

Pastor Joaquin Marvin
and
the
Bethel
Metropolitan Church fami
ly invite you to worship
with us on Sunday during
the 8 and 11 a.m. services
and Church School at 9:30
a.m. The Praise Team,
Sanctuary Choir, Male
Ministry Choir and Youth
Usher Board will serve.
Our Midweek Bible
Study (NBC) and Prayer
Service on Wednesday at 7
p.m. are designed for the
spiritual growth of the en
tire family’ Transportation
is available. Call the
church office, 327-0554, if
you have a need. Noon Day
Bible Study is held each
Thursday at 12 noon.
The
Deaconess
Ministry of the church will

celebrate
their
99th Roosevelt Hardy, Ben
Anniversary on Sunday, Adams, Shawn Washington
March 24th, at 5 p.m. The and Chico Dials for this
Ministry has invited other sacred service.
local churches to partici
It is our desire to be a
pate in this special service friendly people who offer a
portraying women of the kaleidoscope of ministries
Bible. Marquerite Hester, for all ages and interest. If
Ministry Leader, and her you are seeking a church
fellow Deaconesses invite home, we invite you to
you to join them for an unite with us in giving a
evening of prayer, worship, positive Christian witness
fellowship and praise.
in the spirit of worship.
The Ministerial Staff
March calendar:
and members of Bethel
March 24th - Deaconess
Metropolitan have joined Anniversary.
with sfcveral other congre
March 29th - Seven
gations to present “The Sayings from the Cross
Seven Sayings from the ^Service.
Cross” Friday, March 29th,
March 31st - Easter
at 12 noon. Please join Program; Josephine Child
Pastor Marvin, along with Circle #7 Bake Sale.
Pastors
D.
Franklin
Browne, Manuel Sykes,

The Mt. Zion SAFE
(Substance
Abuse
Freedom
Education)
Ministry presents two
faith-based educational
programs:
Recovery
Concepts
and
Christ
Centered Recovery. These
classes will empower all
persons in church leader
ship, lay persons and those
who have a concern to heal
our community. You will
acquire a working knowl
edge of the addiction and
recovery process. This
course will assist with the
ability of family and
friends to help those suf
fering from the hardships
of drugs and alcohol
abuse. Classes will be on
Thursday nights at 7 p.m.
and 8:15 p.m. All classes
are held in the Genesis
building. For more infor
mation,
contact
A.J.
Murphy, 866-1297.
Mt. Zion Before and
After Care program for
ages 5-13 is now accepting
applications. We offer pick

up and drop off to school
each morning and after
noon, early pick up on half
days and all day care most
school holidays. Summer
Kamp applications will be
ready during the week of
Spring Break. If you get
your application, complete
it and return it by April
15th, we will exempt the
application fee. For rates
and more information, call
Jan
Smith,
MondayFriday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., ext.
402.
Need a ride to church
Sunday through Thursday?
The church van will be
happy to give»you a lift.
Please try to notify us one
day in advance. Contact
Deacon William Harris,
821-0041, Troy Ward, 4524713, or Peter Smith, 8959261.
Mt. Zion Progressive is
located at 955 20th St. S.,
Rev. Louis M. Murphy, Sr.,
Pastor.

from Mt. Zion.
Wednesday - Pastor
Evans is preaching, presid
ed by Pastor Thompson,
with music and ushers
from First Baptist.
Thursday - Pastor
Warren is
preaching,
presided by Pastor Evans,
with music and ushers
from Friendship.
Friday
Pastor
Thompson is preaching,
presided by Pastor Warren,
with music and ushers
from Mt. Zion.

Elder Clarence L. Warren

tion and praise as we fol
low Christ on the “Road to
Calvary”. .
Schedule of services:
Sunday
- , Pastor
Thompson is preaching,
presided by Pastor Warren,
with music and ushers
from First Baptist.
Monday - Pastor Evans
is preaching, presided by
Pastor Thompson, with
music and ushers from
Friendship.
Tuesday
Pastor
Warren
is' preaching,
presided by Pastor Evans,

_ Mt. Zion Primitive Baptist

with

Road to Calvary
Road to Calvary will
take place March 24th29th. Preaching nightly at 7
p.m. will be Pastor John A.
Evans, Sr., of Friendship
Missionary Baptist; Rev.
Dr. Wayne G. Thompson of
First Baptist Institutional
Church;
and
Elder
Clarence L. Warren of Mt.
Zion Primitive Baptist.
Beginning
Sunday,

March 24th, and continu
ing through Friday, March
29th,
First
Baptist
Institutional
Church,
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church and Mt.
Zion Primitive Baptist
Church and their congrega
tions will join together to
re-enact Jesus’ last week on
earth.
The services will begin

Pastor John A. Evans, Sr.

Rev. Dr. Wayne G. Thompson

Friendship Missionary Baptist

First Baptist Institutional Church

at 7 p.m. nightly at First
Baptist
Institutional
Church, 3144 3rd Ave. S.
Pastors
Evans,
Thompson and Warren and
their congregations will
come together each night
and will alternate leading
the worship services and
preaching.
Everyone is invited to
attend this week of celebra

(Feet Washing and Communion)
&

The Feast of Unleavened Bread
March 27th - April 2nd, 2002
House Of God, P.G.T,
930 18th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
For additional information

Call: 550-2521 or 866-0643
Pastor - Bishop James W. Paschal

Psalms
1 45:3

Guest Evangelist Bishop J.L. West, Jr.
BishopJames W, Paschal

of Atlanta, GA

and wife, Laverf

Mt. Zion Progressive
MBC

music

and

ushers

WOMAN’S WORLD
Honoring the
Personal Letters from
Retirement of Vivian Margaret Mitchell
Almeta Davis Lee
HORSESHOE father described as “the

Vivian Almeta Davis
Lee
bv James Thorpe
OCALA-On Saturday,
March 16th, Vivian Almeta
Davis Lee was honored at
Greater Hopewell Mis
sionary 'Baptist Church,
Ocala.
Vivian Almeta Davis
Lee recently retired after
33-1/2 years in education.
After graduating from
Douglas High School (Su
wannee
County)
she
moved back to Jackson
ville and attended Edward
Waters College.
A devoted wife, Vivian
joined Reverend Lee in
Ocala in 1966 as he had
been called to pastor the
Greater Hopewell Mis
sionary Baptist Church
family. Pleased with the
relocation and excited
about new opportunities,
Vivian began working as
an English teacher in
Marion County Public
Schools. For over nineteen
years, she provided Eng
lish instruction throughout
the county serving at
Fessenden Elementary, Ft.

if

King Middle and North
Marion High Schools.
While juggling family and
employment
re
sponsibilities, Vivian com
pleted her Master of Arts
degree from the University
of Florida.
Based on her desire for
“continuous
improve
ment”, she secured em
ployment as an English in
structor at Santa Fe Com
munity College. Although
hef tenure at the college
does not equate her tenure
with
Marion
County
Schools, her contributions
are similar as she has been
successful in getting the
college to recognize the
importance of emphasizing
African and AfricanAmerican culture. She re
ceived a grant to promote
and study African female
authors and most recently,
as a result of her efforts,
the college agreed to offer
a course in African Litera
ture.
A kind-hearted, loving
and generous spirit, Vivian
is the mother of two lovely
daughters, Rosalind De
nise and Kimberly Elaine;
proud grandmother of Ke
vin Ketchum, Jr., Justin,
Jason and Jeremy Haynes.
Of all that she has ac
complished, she is most
thankful that she has led a
life that encouraged her
children and others to fol
low Christ.

BEACH, FL - The smash brightest, the most scintil
ing success of Gone with lating and the most com
the Wind made author passionate spirit we have
Margaret Mitchell an in ever known.” Edwin Gran
stant celebrity. The Atlanta berry kept these letters un
Journal described her as til his death in 1988, with
“one of the rarest and dear the instructions that they
est souls that ever lopked should be made public to
through human eyes”, counter malicious reports
while New York Times about the Pulitzer Prize
Book Review admired her winning author.
for her depth and sensitivi
Julian vividly recalls
ty. But oftentimes, accord the family friendship with
ing to author Julian Gran- Margaret and her husband
berry, Margaret is misun John Marsh in lushly de
derstood and some pub tailed narratives that reveal
lished accounts of her life parts of Margaret’s stun
are fractured truth and ning biography. Letters
imaginative reconstruction from Margaret touches the
heart while it gives readers
of actual events.
In his revealing book, passionate insights about a
Letters from Margaret woman who dared to be
(now available through different.
IstBooks Library) GranMargaret Mitchell died
berry attempts to shed light 53 years ago, but like her
about the admirable and classic book Gone with the
compassionate spirit of the Wind, her remarkable life
great American novelist. continues to sparkle with
He gathers tons of highly timeless charm, and en
personal correspondence chanting beauty. Julian
and letters written by Granberry couldn’t be
Margaret Mitchell ad more accurate when he
dressed to the author’s par writes, “She is polite yet
ents Edwin and Mabel.
frank and open, insightful,
The Granberrys were quiet but sometimes noisi
one of the few closest and ly energetic, active and ad
most intimate friends of venturous, a doer, highly
Margaret. Julian Granberry intelligent, with a sense of
was only seven years old humor, often outrageous
when he first met the ac and exaggerated for effect,
claimed author whom his not matched by tnany.”

WE WELCOME YOUR
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

State Health Center Director to Speak
for Zeta ----------- --------——
———

Ayakao M. Watkins
ST. PETERSBURG Members of the St.
Petersburg chapter of Zeta
Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., will
hold their annual Finer
Womanhood program on
Sunday, March 24th, at
Trinity
Presbyterian
Church.
This national sorority
event will give the Zetas
the opportunity to publicly
recognize and honor com
munity Women who have
made extraordinary contri
butions to their communities through their volunteer
services and/or their voca-

tions or professions. The
theme for the event is
“Promoting Community
Empowerment Through
Economics and Service”.
The keynote speaker
for this event is Ayakao
M. Watkins, Community
Development and Part
nerships Director for the
Center for Health Equity,
Inc. In this position, Mrs.
Watkins acts as liaison
between minority com
munities and the Center
in an effort to build part
nerships, develop mean
ingful activities, provide
technical assistance and
training and coordinate
partnership development
activities between private
and public organizations
that work with the Center.

Prior to her appoint
ment to this position in
November 2000, Mrs.
Watkins served as Director
of the Florida REACH
Project.
In
Pinellas
County, she served on the
Federal Healthy Start
Management Team and as
Assistant
Executive
Director of the Healthy
Start Coalition of Pinellas,
Inc.
Frequently recognized
for what she does within
her community, Mrs. Wat
kins is on the Steering
Committee of the Teen
Pregnancy Partnership;
member of PATRICIA
Committee;
Services
Committee Board member
of
Pinellas
Wages
Coalition; and American

Cancer Society. She is also
active with the Childs Park
Neighborhood Center, the
YWCA and the Pinellas
County Urban League,
Victory Christian Cen
ter is Mrs. Watkins’ place
of worship. There, she is
involved as a Praise and
Worship leader, Youth Di
rector, teacher, minister
and wedding consultant.
She is Secretary for the
Board of Directors and
President of the Women’s
Ministry.
For more information,
contact Adelle Jemison,
327-9925, or Emma C.
Cavin, 867-7857.

support the
BLACK PRESS

FAMILY EYE CARE
DR. DEBORAH FLANAGAN
BOARD CERTIFIED
OPTOMETRIC PHYSICIAN
■ Eye Examinations
■ Eye Diseases
■ Contact Lenses
■ Children's Vision
■ Vision Nutrition Therapy

ALL ARTICLES

Personal Touch from Caring Professionals"

SUBMITTED

We accept or match most
Insurance Vision Care plans.

MUST BE
TYPEWRITTEN

2914 FIRST AVE. NORTH

321-6600
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STUDENT CORNER
Teen Summit to Address Youth Issues
Teens from South Pinellas County high schools will hold a Teen Summit on Wednesday
April 3, 2002, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Palladium Theater in St. Petersburg to express
their thoughts and feelings on issues that are of importance to them. Their goal is to learn

Chanel Edith Elizabeth
LaRoda

Rachel Francine Young

■rlM

Walter Levi Clark

Chanel Edith Eliza
beth LaRoda is a senior in
the Center for Wellness
and Medical Profession
Magnet Program at Boca
Ciega High School. Chanel
plans to attend the
University of South Flor
ida, after graduation in
June, to major in Pre-med
ical Biology. She is a mem
ber of P.C.C., Exquisite
Gems of A.K.A. Sorority,
the Multi-cultural Club,

T.M.A.S. Achievers, P.T.S.A.,
Earth Mission,
H.O.S.A., Key Club, Hos
pice Club, Girl Talk at the
St. Petersburg Library,
Toastmasters, Inc., and a
University
of
South
Florida A.H.E.C. Achiever.
Chanel has participated in
talent shows and was a
2001 Essence of Ebony
Roses Debutante. She
resides with her mother,
Jennifer LaRoda.

Rachel
Francine
Young is a junior at Boca
Ciega High School. She is
a member of the Multi-cul
tural Club, H.O.S.A.,
Veterinary Explores, Nat
ional Honor Society, the
Academic Team, as well as
the
Ebony
Scholars
Academic Club. Rachel
volunteers at All Child
ren’s Hospital and for

Hospice of the Florida
Suncoast. She also partici
pated in the Junior
Sungoddess
pageant.
Rachel plans to attend
Florida A&M University
after graduation in 2003, to
pursue a degree in
Pharmacy. She resides
with her mother, Barbara F.
Young.

Walter Levi Clark is a
senior at Lakewood High
School. Walter is a mem
ber of Future Business
Leaders
of America,
Interact Service Club,
Multi-cultural Club, CATCOM
and
Thurgood
Marshall
Achiever’s
Society. He plans to attend
the University of Central
Florida after graduation in

June to pursue a career in
Film Making. Walter
resides with his parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Anderson
Clark.

what youth can take to the community that will make a difference. Attending will be various
community leaders, including St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Baker, who will present the wel
come, and City Council Chair Renee Flowers.
Although all students are invited to attend, registration is limited to 20 students from
each of seven public and three private high schools pre-selected: Dixie Hollins, St.
Petersburg, Gibbs, Northeast, Boca Ciega, Lakewood and St. Petersburg Catholic high
schools, and Shorecrest Preparatory and Northside Christian schools.
Lunch will be provided for registered participants only. Unregistered students must pro
vide their own lunch. Students interested in participating should contact their school admin
istrator for permission to attend.
The event, now in its second year, was developed through the YOUthLEAD program,
a teen leadership program of Family Resources, Inc. that engages teens in developing
leadership qualities and encourages community activism. Also participating are TASCO
Teen Programs, Community Youth Mapping, Pinellas County 4-H, Juvenile Welfare Board,
and the National Conference for Community and Justice.
Family Resources, Inc., is a private, non-profit organization serving children and fami
lies in the Tampa Bay area since 1970. Some of its programs include Runaway and Youth
Crisis Shelters, Family Counseling, Safe Place, Family Builders and the On-Campus
Intervention Program (OCIP).
CONTACTS: Crystal Pruitt, YOUthLEAD Coordinator (727) 550-4013, FAX: (727) 5504054. Brandon Blue, Event Chair and YOUthLEAD Youth Advisor (Call for interview)

2 all women
The way i display my poems
touches everyone’s heart like a romantic love song
it impacts what you hear with love and happiness
so your soul can remain strong.
if your emotions are feeling diseased
i’ll appear by your side like a morning star
believe in me; don’t let your feelings decease
the passion i speak is what you are.
some females i know are ’beautiful outside1
but in the inside they remain petrified
be careful ladies, don’t kill a man’s emotions
when you speak the truth with lies,
by Jibri Wright
a 17 year old Pinellas Park High student, and resident of St. Petersburg

BHiwa

Business Hours:
Wed. To Saturday: 10:30 AM to 9:00 PM
Sunday: 11.00 AM to 7:00 PM
Closed on Monday & Tuesday

430134th St. S„ St. Pete

2 for 1 Entertainment

365-6608

ADELINE’S

867-4830

CALIFORNIA NAIL

867-9498

CHILL STYLE
CUSTOM DESIGN

867-3957

D&N MUSIC HUT AND ACCESSORIES

Cong M

DANI MEN’S WEAR

867-9538

DORENE’S GIFTS & ACCESSORIES

867-4199

EBONY & GUESS

867-1900

ELEPHANT PRODUCE

867-8910

FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH

480-8802

FREEMAN’S TATTOOZ

946-7754

8J
■
■
ijs

GAME PLAYERZ
GRACINE’S MOM
HAIR & BIZZARD

867-9573

HAIR BRAIDING

906-0203

HOT GIRL SHOE STORE

906-0255

■

IMAGE MASTERS, INC.
INCENSE +
J&K JEWELRY

867-0089

JAMES MEN’S WEAR

867-8775

KELIEY’S SHOE

813 293-8755

KID’S FASHION

867-5776

LYNN’S UNIFORM & CONSIGNMENTS
NEW YORK JEWELER

867-9096

PMC FOOTWEAR

906-9864

READER’S CHOICE BOOKS & GIFT EXPRESSIONS

867-3696

SHAHEED’S AFRICAN & ISLAMIC WEAR

867-1338

■
ill
■1
111
M

SHERISE SHOES & CLOTHING
SOUND TREND

867-3851

SPLASH OF CLASS

244-4004

SUN FASHION

867-3866

T&C BEAUTY PRODUCT

867-3832

TENNIS SHOE CONNECTION

867-2300

TRAPP ENTERTAINMENT
YVETTE FAIRROW’S GOSPEL & MUSIC

867-4048

ZUBAIR GIFT SHOP

813 543-8455

THE SPRAY SHOP

420-2121

■
HHi
lUI
■
ggl
■
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SPORTS
SPC Volleyball Coach Knoop Retiring
After 5 Seasons---------- ---------------------ST. PETERSBURG After five seasons - the
last three of which saw her
team make it to the state
tournament - SPC Volley
ball
Coach
Margaret
"Maggie" Knoop has
decided it’s time to relin
quish the reins.
Knoop told her team
Wednesday she won’t be
returning as coach in the
fall. College Athletic
Director Ed Long said a
search would ensue imme
diately to come up with
"the best-qualified person
we can find to succeed
Maggie."
"It’s time," Knoop said.
"It has been a great experi
ence getting this program
up and running. I’ll always
treasure getting to know
the girls I’ve coached and

the
successes
we’ve
enjoyed, but I’m ready to
turn it over to someone
else now."
A faculty member since
1985 and full-time since
1989, Knoop plans to
remain at SPC in a teach
ing position. She took on
the job of creating a varsi
ty volleyball program for
SPC in 1996. No newcom
er, she had moonlighted as
a coach at Shorecrest
Preparatory School for
years, winning 10 district
championships in volley
ball and track.
At SPC, she spent the
first year planning and
recruiting, then debuted
with her all-freshman team
in August 1997. It was not
a pretty season: five victo
ries and 19 losses.

The second season
marked an improvement to
15-15 (with three of the
losses
to
four-year
schools). Two players
made All-Suncoast Con
ference.
The third year of play,
the team’s home court was
moved from SPC’s Clear
water Campus to the St.
Petersburg/Gibbs Campus
gym in St. Petersburg. The
squad ended that season as
conference co-champ, was
runner-up the next season,
and last year was the thirdplace finisher.
The Knoop years pro
duced a second-team AllAmerican in Susan Ad
cock, a Louisiana import.
There have been All-State
players, All-Conference
players, rankings in the

state’s Top 5 and the
nation’s Top 20, three state
tournament appearances,
players winning scholar
ships to four-year schools,
and - maybe proudest of
all - many All-Academic
honorees.
Said Long: "I congratu
late Coach Knoop on
building the SPC volley
ball program from scratch
and, in just three seasons,
turning it into a state-level
contender. We’re particu
larly proud of the high aca
demic heights she helped
so many of her players to
reach. Her accomplish
ments are commendable,
and we wish her every suc
cess in her future endeav
ors."

Slark Jfarls
On March 06, 1957, Ghana became an independent state. The Gold Coast gained its independ
ence from Great Britain. Ghana lies at the heart of a region which has been a leading sub-Saharan
African culture since the first millennium BC in metal-working, mining, sculpture arid agricul
ture. Modern Ghana takes its name from the ancient kingdom of Ghana, some 800 km. (500
miles) to the north of present day Accra, which flourished up to the eleventh century AD. One
of the great sudanic states which dominate African history, the kingdom of Ghana controlled the
gold trade between the mining areas to the south and the Saharan trade routes to the north.
Ancient Ghana was also the focus for the export trade in Saharan copper and salt.
The coming of Europeans altered the trading patterns, and the focus of economic power shifted
to the West African coastline. The Portuguese came first, seeking the source of the African gold.
It lay too far

Stoudemire’s Rise To Prominence
Con t i n ues-------------— ----------------------ORLANDO - Amare
Stoudemire, the consensus
top-ranked high school
basketball player in the
country, added another
weapon in his arsenal to
justify that recognition
when he was selected as
Florida Mr. Basketball on
March 9. He was recog
nized at the Florida High
School Activities Asso
ciation’s High School
Basketball
Finals
in
Lakeland, Florida. Stoude
mire was named the
Association’s 6-A Player
of the Year earlier in the
week. The recognition of
Stoudemire by Florida
sportswriters and high
school basketball coaches
was something very few
people would have predict
ed more than a year ago.
"I was fighting to
restore my eligibility to
play high school basketball
in January and February of
last year. When it was
denied, I felt rejected and I
was having a tough time
dealing with it," said
Stoudemire, whose tran
script from a North
Carolina prep school was
the main point of con
tention by Florida’s gov
erning body for high
school athletics. "But my
mother’s encouragement
kept my spirits up, along
with our defcp faith in God.
It wasn’t easy, but we
never lost hope," Stou
demire said.
Stoudemire has not
played for the same coach
for two straight years, nor
played two consecutive
seasons of high school bas
ketball since he took up the
sport at the age of fourteen.
Though details are sketchy
about his experiences at six
different high schools in

two years, his real-life edu
cation is not.
"Amare Stoudemire has
gone through more ups and
downs in 19 years than
most people go through in
a lifetime," said Marc
Curtis Little, who began
his
relationship
with
Stoudemire as a media
counselor in November
2000 and is now serving as
an advisor for the family.
"But he has matured
tremendously throughout it
all and has maintained his
humility,
respect
for
authority, dedication to his
family,
sportsmanship
among his teammates and
opponents alike and work
in the classroom. This is a
pretty good testimony for a
young man who had every
opportunity to go in the
wrong direction," Little
said.
Stoudemire encoun
tered a number of people
who, for whatever reasons,
wanted to help him. But
his mother, Carrie Stou
demire, has always been
his motivator. "I don’t
want anyone to feel that I

don’t appreciate what they
did for me. Reverend Bill
Williams was there when I
needed a strong shoulder to
lean on, my AAU coach,
Travis King, gave me the
opportunity to showcase
my skills, my high school
coach, Earl Barnett, took
my game to another level
during a difficult time for
him at Cypress Creek,"
said Stoudemire. ""But it
was my mother who took
the risks to make sure our
family had what we needed
to survive. We are not
going to tell that story over
and over, because very few
people will understand
what happened no matter
what. But it is because of
her that I work hard to
show the world that a guy
like me, who comes from a
number of negative cir
cumstances, can overcome
and be not only a great ath
lete, but also a credit to
society," Stoudemire said.
Stoudemire
is
a
McDonald’s All-American
and he will play in the
McDonald’s All-American
Game in New York’s

ATHLETIC

American Urban Radio Networks
Announces 2001 SBN Black
College All-American Team---------

PITTSBURGH - The
Alabama State Hornets
lead the way with four
players selected as mem
bers of the 2001 SBN
Black College All-Ameri
can. Team. North Carolina
A&T State University run
ning back Maurice Hicks
was named the SBN/Doug
Williams Offensive Player
of the Year. Howard Uni
versity linebacker Tracy
White was named SBN/
Mel Blount Defensive
Player of the Year and
Grambling’s
Doug
Williams was named SBN/
Eddie Robinson Coach of
the Year.
Maurice Hicks, North
Carolina A&T State
University,
Offensive

Player of the Year - The
senior running back set a
new single game NCAA
Division I record on
October 6, 2001 with 437
yards rushing against
Morgan State. During the
season, he averaged 165
yards per game and 7.3
yards per carry.
Tracy White, Howard
University,
Defensive
Player of the Year - The
Bison linebacker ranked
among the tops in 1-AA in
total tackles, tackles for
losses and sacks. He was
also named the MidEastern Athletic Confer
ence Defensive Player of
the Year for the second
straight year.
Doug
Williams,

Madison Square Garden on
April 4. Stoudemire will
also play in the Jordan
Brand Capital Classic in
Washington, DC on April
IL But other than those
events, his future aspira
tions
are in his head.
"I am looking forward to
graduation, of course. Iam
going to my senior prom
and I’m talking to some
people about golf lessons,
which is something I’ve
been wanting to do for a
long
time,"
said
Stoudemire. "But college
or the National Basketball
Association, that decision
is coming. I have a tutor
who is helping me with the
entrance exams so I can
qualify for college, if that
is the option I choose. In
my free time, I am working
on all aspects of my game,
as well as working out with
a personal trainer. I will be
ready for the future, what
ever it brings," Stoudemire
said.

DETROIT
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Athletic Footwear & Fashion Apparel

FEATURING:
® Platinum
•FuBu
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•Phat Farm
•Jordan

•SnoopDog
•Nike
•Timberland
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Grambling State Uni Black colleges and univer
versity, Coach of the Year sities through the SBN
- Williams led the Tigers to Sports
College
Alla 10-and-l record and American Awards Ban
SBN’s Black College quet.
National Championship.
SBN Sports Network is
He also won his. second a division of American
straight Southwestern Ath Urban Radio Networks
letic Conference Cham (AURN). Through its
pionship Game and Gram broadcast of over 290
bling’s first national title News,
Entertainment,
since 1992.
Sports and Information
The 2001 SBN Sports programs weekly, Ameri
All-American Team was can Urban Radio Networks
honored at the BCAA 28th (AURN) reaches more
Anniversary Banquet on African Americans than
Saturday, February 23rd, any other medium. AURN
2002 at the Ritz-Carlton, has offices in New York,
Downtown, Atlanta, Geor Chicago, Detroit, Atlanta,
gia. Over the past twenty- Washington, D.C., Los
seven years over a million Angeles and Pittsburgh.
dollars in scholarships
have been donated to

ticketmaster.com
:
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ENTERTAINMENT
1st Annual Unity Day Community Festival A
Celebration Of Our Health A
Smashing Success!
The Boys & Girls Club
and Source OF Health Inc.
hosted its first Annual
Unity Day Community
Festival, A Celebration Of
Our Health on Saturday,
March 9, 2002 in none
other than our own
Campbell Park. A joint
fundraiser for the two local
organizations took advan
tage of this opportunity to
raise the awareness of the
need for the AfricanAmerican Community to
begin making lifestyle
changes which can result in
a more healthier and pro
ductive community. Verlene Moore and her staff
played host to a healthy
soul food cook-off and
healthy snack- cook-off.
The winners of the cook
off John McKinney owner
of J& J’s Bar' b- cue in
Bradenton and Danny

Gully of Clearwater said
they both intend to be back
next year. The event’s
organizer, Maria Scruggs
Weston, credited the suc
cess of the event to the two
organizations willingness
to combine their resources
to achieve some common
goals and objectives. The
contributions qf two other
established institutions, St.
Anthony’s Health Care and
WTMP Radio Station,
were equally important to
his event. The event was a
win-win for all the commu
nity partners.
As a result, the tag team
sponsorships of the two
organizations were able to
leverage support from
many other community
stake holders; St. August
ine’s Medicaid, Outback
Steakhouse, Dillards Ty
rone,; K Mart-34th St.

South
Store,
Beall’s
Department Store, Hilton
Hotel, Radison Hotel &
Conference Center, Seaworld, Universal Studios,
Busch Gardens, Coca Cola,
Rudebwoy Printing &
Graphics and the City of St.
Petersburg various depart
ments. Special recognition
goes out to the City’s
TASCO Department which
did an exquisite job in
coordinating the special
events targeted for the
young at heart.
Volunteers were in all
shapes and sizes. Under the
leadership of the St.
Petersburg Area Boys &
Girls Club’s Chairperson,
Laverne Roberts, over 200
volunteers showed up for
their respective assign
ments ready to work and
work overtime if need be.
The
1975
African-

American Graduates, Mt.
Zion Progressive and St.
Anthony’s Health Care
Funny Bones Clowns were
just three of the many
organizations represented.
Cecil Odom, President
of the St. Petersburg Lil
Devils said "he was just
proud" to see an event of
this caliber come to our
community and it is his
hope that many more will
come out to support the
event next year. The event
coveted
approximately
1,500 people from around
the Tampa Bay area.
Brother
Stanley
Muhammad, the gospel
emcee, integrated a series
of health facts regarding
the health status of the
AfricanAmerican
Community into his ora
tions and opened the gospel
hour by presenting new up

and coming artists E2J and
Siobhan Roland. The
gospel hour ended with the
explosive sounds of the
Tampa Bay Mass Choir,
WTMP’s own Big Money
CED called out the talent
for the afternoon. Shawn
Brown led the way for a
line up of outstanding
artists, Dundu Dole Urban
Ballet,
Kayla Hill,
Melanie,
NO
KIN
(Atlanta), and the featured
artist "Sammie."
And just when you
thought there couldn’t be
any more, St. Anthony’s
Health Care provided free
asthma, diabetes, stroke
and prostate screenings on
site.

Laverne Roberts, Elaine Beckham,
Boys and Girls Club Board
Members.
Keyana Squire

Twrmira Jamison and Lasandra
McCrae - Dundn Dole Dancers

Exotic Florida ——----- --

Screeners from left to right, Sally Raisler, Volunteers
Betty Goldie (in hat), and Mary Poulin with Unity Day
participants.

Akeem Derian and Termira Wyatt

Tampa Bay Mass Choir

• B.J.:

Performer Sammie

Saturday morning gospel. Wake up with a praying Spirit

5am-10am

• DIANE HUGHES:

5am-10am,M-F. Total Praise with the best

in inspirational music, news, weather and the Spoken Word.

• UNCLE DAVE MICHAELS:

10am-1 pm Just playing the

music the way you like it.

•MICHEALT:

TAMPA - Exotic
Florida, the Henry B. Plant
Museum's newest exhibit,
will display the works of
the early Florida tourist
experience by artists and
photographers John James
Audubon, Henry Koehler,
George
F.
Higgins,
William Henry Jackson,
and others. Photographs,
illustrations, oil paintings
and early artifacts offer a
glimpse of undeveloped
Florida through the eyes of
the Victorian tourist.
From the earliest
explorers who crossed an
ocean, to seekers of health
and curiosities, Florida has
enticed even the most cyn
ical of spirits to its mythi
cally exotic shores and left
them enchanted. In a time
before mass development
and urban sprawl, Florida's
dense and exotic landscape
provided the inspiration
and setting for artists to
capture its essence on can
vas, in print and in song.
Florida's remote
wilderness was difficult to
reach until the middle of
the 19th century. Travelers
could venture by rail only
as far south as Georgia
before transferring to a
steamship that delivered
them to their destination
by way of the St. John's

and Ocklawaha Rivers.
Along the route, they navi
gated
through
dense
foliage often accompanied
by exotic snakes, alligators
and
other
creatures.
Lippincot's
Magazine
warned tourists is 1870,
"You had better not take a
dog, unless you dislike
him and want to lose him:
he will feed the first alliga
tor you meet in fording a
stream."
It was also possi
ble in the 19th century to
catch a glimpse of a
Seminole Indian, adding to
the excitement. A crowd
would often gather to
watch a Seminole alligator
wrestling contest held at
one of the local trading
posts that dotted the river
inlets of the southeast
coast. The trading posts
sold Seminole-made trin
kets to the tourists such as
palm fiber dolls and
carved wooden toys, some
of the first Florida souvenirs;
By the 1880's,
Henry Plant and Henry
Flagler began building
extensive transportation
networks in Florida mak
ing commerce and devel
opment of the state possi
ble. Along the way, Plant
and Flagler constructed

grand tourist resorts, like
the Tampa Bay Hotel, that
further enticed the intrepid
adventurer. The luxurious
accommodations stood in
stark contrast to their
remote
locales
and
immersed the visitor in an
atmosphere of indulgence
that rivaled the most ele
gant home interiors.
To the 19th centu
ry tourist, Florida was a
tempting frontier offering
sites and experiences of a
kind few had ever encoun
tered. The works shown in
Exotic Florida will offer
first-hand insight into
those experiences.
The
museum
wishes to thank the follow
ing lenders: the Harn
Museum,
the
St.
Petersburg Museum pf
Fine Arts, Dr. and Mrs.
Fred
Frankel,
Larry
Roberts, Dr. and Mrs. Joel
Mattison, Betty Quibell,
and John Hermann for
their participation in this
exhibit.
The Museum is
open Tuesday through
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Sundays 12:00 p.nu
to 4:00 p.m. Closed
Mondays. Admission is a
suggested donation of $5
for adults and $2 for chil
dren 12 and under.

Old school and music to drive home by.

• TONYCHARLES: Take you

back home with your favorite

For Advertising Call
Donza Drummond, Sales Manager

727-821-9947
REQUEST LINE 864-1600
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NORTH CENTRAL NEWS
Governor Bush
Announces The Winners
Of The Governor's High
School Ali-Stars Awards
Governor Jeb

Bush

LIGHT
OF THE
WORLD

H.S.

TALLAHASSEE
has

DUNNELLON

• Toni Ford, Highlands

announced the winners of

County, Lake Placid H.S.

this year's Governor's High
which recognizes students

• Sara Hall, Hillsbor
ough County, Plant City
H.S.

who are examples of excel

• Erica Sapp, Holmes

School All-Stars program,

Awards Banquet
Tickets on Sale

lence in Florida's public

County,

schools.

H.S.

Holmes

County

by Dartiel Banks

Eighth
Anniversary Issue

The All-Stars program,

• Susan Lohuis, Indian

On March 5, 1994, my

the ministry in the latter

now in its third year, honors

River County, Vero Beach

first Light of the World

80s, my dad told me that

one high school junior

H.S.

article appeared in the

from each school district
throughout Florida. The stu
dents are selected as the
Governor's

All-Stars

demonstrating

for

leadership

qualities and academic ex
cellence: 1) academic suc

• Cianna Pender, Jackson
County, Marianna H.S.
County, Jefferson County

in the kitchen of Margaret

Blackshear and his wife

H.S.

Irving via telephone with

have been a great encour

Jim Thorpe.

Both Mrs.

agement to me. I will al

Irving and Mr. Thorpe are

ways cherish their kind

• Alicia Smith, Lafayette
County, Lafayette H.S;
County, Lake Technical H.S.

2) good behavior - discipline

• Mica Friel, Lee County,

deportment, 3) leadership

Cape Coral H.S.
• Shalonda

skills - participation in extra

Leon

grams, and school clubs and

County,

Johnson,
James . S.

Rickards H.S.
• Stephanie Mack, Levy
County, Williston H.S.
• Carla Duggar, Liberty

- volunteerism, mentoring

County, Liberty County H.S.

and other civic activities. A

• Damon Fico, Madison

panel comprised of at least

County,

one teacher, one administra

H.S.

nity member and two high
school seniors select the

Madison

County

• Melanie Yeager, Mana
tee County, Southeast H.S.
• Katherine Shepherd,

high school juniors who best

Marion County, Lake Weir

reflect the criteria of the All-

H.S.

Stars.
include:
• William Sauer, Alachua
County, F.W. Buchholz H.S.
»

Kanon

Raulerson,

Baker County, Baker County
H.S.
•

Samuel Davis, Bay

County, Rutherford H.S.
• Jaimee Patterson, Brad
ford County, Bradford H.S.
•

Anant Patel, Brevard

County, Astronaut H.S.
• Evens Gabriel, Brow
ard County, Hallandale H.S.
• Adrian Abner, Calhoun
County, Blountstown H.S.
• Anita Misir, Charlotte

Collier

D'Adamo,

County,

Barron

Collier H.S.
• Jennafer Brennan, Co
lumbia County, port White

years, I’ve received several

paper’s

promotions

publisher,

Johnson. Yet, the

Challenger lives

Mr.

Weekly

on and so

Those

on my job.

promotions

have

also come with pay in
creases. So, looking back

Many things have taken

over my literary journey,

place over the last eight

the, words of a former pas

years. The country has a

tor, who has since gone on

new president, and Florida

to be with the Lord, come

has a new governor. The

to mind. During my col

Lord blessed me to move

lege years in Tallahassee,

out of the projects into a

then Elder (later Bishop)

nice

Sheppard

apartment for two

of

Watson

ydars, then to purchase a

Temple

home three years ago.

always say, “If you take

COGIC,

I’m a living witness that

• Mariela Rico, Miami-

AMEC’s Annual Confer

this is true!

Dade County, Barbara Gole-

ence in Orlando, my title

God has blessed this

man Senior H.S.

has changed to “reverend”.

minority in many ways

I lost my father nearly

since 1994! I solicit your

five years ago, but his

prayers that He will contin

• Lance Burbank, Nassau

counsel and training are

ue to bless it for years to

County, Fernandina Beach

with me each day. When I

come!

H.S.

acknowledged my call to

• Karen Abraham, Mon

• Ibraheem Mohammed,
Okaloosa County, Niceville
H.S.
• William Butler, Okee
chobee County, Okeechobee
• Jena Roche, Orange
County, Olympia H.S.
• Jacqeline Alvarez, Os
County,

Poinciana

zine’s Business Innovator

Chatmire, Inc., 10th Anni

of the Year. She is also the

versary Red,. White and

only black-woman-owned

Black Awards Banquet on

company in the United

March 23rd at 6:30 p.m. at

States that owns and con

the

trols its own distribution

Presby

terian Church Fellowship
Center. Scheduled keynote

center with ISO 9002.
Dinner

entertainment

are

will be performed by local

Senator Daryl Jones and

youth groups. The banquet

banquet

speakers

will conclude with the fol

Barbara Manzi.
Senator Jones is a can

lowing awards being pre

didate for Governor of

sented: Young Ambassador

Florida. He can be de

Awards, Community Ser

scribed in just six words:

vice Organization, Youth

leader, fighter, patriot, ser

Service Organization and

vant, visionary and winner.

Volunteer of the Year.

OCALA - Ocala Civic
will hold open

not want to miss. Deadline

Florida.

for banquet ticket sales is

Barbara Manzi (“Wo

March 16th.
For more informatioh,

and Chief Executive Of

please call Rosetta Smith,

ficer of Manzi Metals,

352-489-5681,

• Sofia Konstantinidis,
DeSoto

County,

DeSoto

County H.S.

Inc., in Brooksville, a $4.3

Jones, 489-2677 or 465-

million metal distributor to

3943, or Antoinette Cox,

the aerospace industry and

489-4955,

the

Johnson.

State

De

or

LaTanga

partment of Defense. Mrs.

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR PAPER BY
SUPPORTING
OUR
ADVERTISERS

office

hours,

• Lindsey Herman, Dixie
County, Dixie County H.S.l

but professionally, dressed

with a refundable deposit.

and,

most

importantly,

Come to only one of the

please wear shoes that are

character roles, and a sing

two audition dates. Be pre

laced or wear dance/char-

26th, at 7 p.m. The audi

ing and dancing ensemble.

pared to sing sixteen bars

acter shoes and the proper

Palm Beach County, Palm

tions will be held at the

All interested performers

of either an up-tempo song

attire.

Beach Gardents H.S.

Theatre which is located at

age 16 years and older are

or ballad and have your

For additional informa

• Douglas Webber,
Pasco County, River Ridge
H.S.
• Nicole Gladu, Pinellas
County, Gibbs H.S.

4337 East Silver Springs

welcome and invited to au

sheet music or tape with

tion about the auditions,

Boulevard in the Appleton

dition. Experience is help

you. An accompanist will

please call the Theatre at

Cultural Complex in Oca

ful, but not required.

be provided or you may

(352) 236-2274.

• Alexandria Deas, Duval
County, Douglas Anderson

• Leah Yelverton, Santa

• Taren Walton, Escam
bia County, Pine Forest H.S.

nole County, Lyman H.S.

The script is available

feel free to bring your own.

for perusal at the Theatre

Cold readings from the

• Christopher Nocella,

• Katherine Phelan, St.
Johns County, Bartram Trail

Coast H.S.

H.S.

County, Havana Northside
• Amory Langford, Gil
christ County, Trenton H.S.
• Jennifer Perez, Glades
County, Moore Haven H.S.
• Katie Geoghagan, Gulf
County, Port St. Joe H.S.
• Ferres Lumpkin, Ham
ilton

County,

Hamilton

Lucie County, Lincoln Park
Academy
•

Morgan

• Meagan Smith, Hardee
1 County, Hardee H.S.
Alysen

i Hendry

Rickerson,

County,

Greenleaf,

County,

LaBelle

[h.s.
• Kay Furman, Her(nando County, Central

month

• Linh Nguyen, Suwan
nee County, Branford H.S.
• Jamie Louque, Taylor »
County, Taylor County H.S.
• Nicole Stanley, Union

at an incredible

Jordan Thomas Forshee
who turned five years old
on March 12th. Jordan is

surroundings.

He

Titus will celebrate his

only

child
and

of Earl
Celestine

Forshee of Ocala.

and friends with a party at

Shark Jfarts
On March 13, 1957, John Lee, first Black com
missioned officer in the U.S. Navy, was
assigned to duty. Between December 1944
and January 1945, the U.S. Army integrated
Black volunteers with white troops to fight
during the "Battle of the Bulge”, the Germans
last desperate counteroffensive to break
through in the Ardennes forest in Belgium.
Over 5000 African-American soldiers in the
Army’s service units volunteered; 2500 of
them were accepted. After 6 weeks of train
ing, the Black troops were organized into 37
platoons of 40 men each, which were then
attached to white units of 200 -men each.
Suggested by General John Lee and approved
by General Dwight D. Eisenhower, this was
the first and only example of an integrated
later judged that these Black soldiers had per
formed "very well" or "fairly well." Although
this experiment proved to be quite successful,
the Army withheld a favorable survey on the
intermixing of its troops because it would sup
posedly have undermined southern political
support for a postwar peacetime draft.
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County, Union County H.S.

• Maggie Gaby, Wakulla
County, Wakulla H.S.
• William Green, Walton
County, Walton H.S.
• DeJuan Stevens, Wash
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PHONE: 894-0511 I 823-7910
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NATIONAL NEWS
Republican Leadership
Sneaks $500 Million In
Tax
Breaks For Corporations
Through House-----------TALLAHASSEE - In
a surreptitious procedural
move, House Republican
leaders brought to the floor
legislation that will cause
Florida to lose $511 million
in revenue over the next 2
1/2 years. The bill, SB
2028, passed without de
bate after the bill's sponsor
described the bill as rou
tine, and a staff analysis
misguidedly stated that
there was no fiscal impact.
Later, it was disclosed that
the legislation would give
Florida corporations anoth
er $511 million in tax
breaks at a time when pub
lic school classes are over
crowded and many seniors
cannot afford to buy pre
scription medicines. "The
manner in which this bill
was introduced and passed
is an indication that the
leadership was ashamed to
disclose that they were
again giving tax breaks to
corporations at the expense
of our children, and our
frail and elderly," said
Democratic Leader Lois
Frankel. Republicans re
buked efforts by Demo
crats to recall the legisla
tion in order to force a full
discussion and revote.
Many Democrats then
changed their original

votes on the bill, SB 2028,
to "no" votes.
The bill would amend
Florida's tax code to match
changes in the Federal tax
code aimed at economic
recovery. Federal Reserve
Chairman Alan Greenspan
recently questioned these
changes for being too far
reaching since the econo
my should have recovered
before the three-year de
preciation exemptions end.
Legislators had the option
of not conforming to the
federal law.
The $511 million that
Florida will lose could pay
for:
• 11,656 teachers at the
national average salary of
$42,898; or
• 128,205 children to
enroll in a quality pre
kindergarten at $3,900 per
child; or
• new classroom space
for 33,333 students to help
alleviate overcrowding in
our public schools at
$15,000 per student sta
tion; or
• child care slots for
135,135 at $3,700 per
child; or
* prescription drugs for
520,833 seniors at $960 per
person.

Bilirakis’ Subcommittee Hears
From Secretary Thompson on
HHS Budget-——-------- --------- -WASHINGTON, D.C.
- Congressman Mike
Bilirakis (R-FL), Chairman
of the Health Subcommit
tee, held a hearing on
health care priorities within
the Fiscal Year*2003 Health
and
Human
Services
(HHS) budget. Secretary
Tommy Thompson was the
only witness. Portions of
his speech follow:
The Department of
Health and Human Ser
vices (HHS) Fiscal Year
2003 budget continues our
efforts to develop systems
and programs to improve
the health and welfare of
our country. The HHS
request includes $488.8
billion in total outlays - an
increase of $29.2 billion, or
6.3% over fiscal year 2002
levels.
As we should expect
this budget provides sub
stantial increases for pro
tecting our nation against
bioterrorism. The budget
request totals $4.3 billion

for this effort. As you
know, Mr. Secretary, our
Committee has taken
intense interest in bioter
rorism over the years, and
we hope to have legislation
on this issue to the
President very soon. I look
forward to continuing our
work to ensure that we
never have to face the real
ity of a bioterrorist attack. I
am certain this is an area
where we all agree that pre
vention is the best policy
option.
I would also like to
thank you and President
Bush for focusing on
improving access to health
care and modernizing Med
icare. These issues are crit
ical and we must work to
reduce the number of unin
sured in our country. The
focus on modernizing
Medicare, to include a
comprehensive prescrip
tion drug plan is critical.
We must act quickly to
ensure that our Nation’s

seniors have access to the
best available medical care
in the world. At the same
time we must ensure that
Medicare will be available
to protect the next genera
tion of Medicare benefici
aries.
The budget requests an
increase for the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid
Services (CMS). I have
been very pleased with the
work we have completed to
improve and streamline the
operations of CMS. I hope
that soon we will have a
package of regulatory relief
legislation from the Senate.
This is essential legislation
that will help you continue
to improve CMS’s account
ability and responsiveness
to beneficiaries and pro
viders.
We must protect our
nation against bioterrorism,
help the uninsured, im
prove our health care sys
tem, and modernize Medi
care.

WE WELCOME YOUR LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Send Your Letters to:
The Weekly Challenger
2500 M.L. King St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Troubled Teens Find Help
Through National Safe
Place Program —------- -------LOUISVILLE, KY —
To the youth that Gabino
Zapata works with at the
The Crisis Center, Gary,
IN, he is a lifeline to hope proof that a better life
awaits them if they believe
in themselves and work
hard. Zapata knows all too
well why these kids have
come to the Center. Not too
long ago, Zapata was an
abused, scared teen seeking
a "safe place."
Zapata’s father aban
doned the family when
Gabino was just 10 years
old, his mother was verbal
ly and physically abusive
and his three brothers drift
ed in and out of jail. By 17,
he’d had enough.
"In the summer of
1991, both of my brothers
and my mother’s boyfriend
were serving prison time
and I fell victim to physical
and verbal abuse by my
mother," said Zapata.
Just eight months shy
of his 18th birthday, Zapata
ma4e a decision that
changed his life. He found
the Safe Place program at
The Crisis Center.
More than a decade
later, Zapata became the
first member of his family
to graduate from college.
"Tha reason I was able to
graduate is Safe Place. I
believe in this program and
have always wanted to give

nected with the youth serv
ing agency that will pro
vide supportive services.
March 17-23 marks
National Safe Place Week
which was designed to rec
ognize the more than
11,000 businesses and
thousands of volunteers
across the country that give
their time, resources and
efforts to make America a
safer place for children.
"During National Safe
Place Week, we would like
to see as many businesses
as possible become Safe
Place partners. The more
resources our children have
available, the more likely
they will find the help they
need, "said Bowen.
"One of our primary
goals for 2002 is to add 15
more cities, where kids can
get Safe Place help," said
Bowen. "We’re confident
communities will continue
to recognize the incredible
value this program pro
vides," said Bowen.
The National Safe
Place program has helped
over 56,000 young people
since it began as a local
YMCA youth shelter pro
gram in Louisville, Ken
tucky in 1983. Those inter
ested in learning more
about the Safe Place pro
gram should call Sandy
Bowen at 1-888-290SAFE.

back to the place that made
my dream come true,"
added Zapata.
Today Safe. Place oper
ates in 140 cities and 600
communities throughout
the United States. "We
want every child in
America to have access to
this system," said Sandy
Bowen, Executive Director
of YMCA National Safe
Place.
"The Safe Place pro
gram makes help readily
available to youth whenev
er and wherever they need
it, and is a critical resource
for youth who find them
selves in crisis situations,"
added Bowen. As a result
of Safe Place outreach
efforts, each year thou
sands of youth receive cri
sis counseling by phone
through youth shelters
across the country.
As communities across
the country search for ways
to keep their young people
safe, the Safe Place model
offers a community collab
oration that provides help
and safety to children and
teens. Businesses, commu
nity buildings and buses,
designated as Safe Place
sites, prominently display a
distinctive yellow and
black Safe Place logo. Any
youth needing help can go
to one of these sites arid
within minutes will be con

OBITUARIES
COUNTS,

ST. PETERSBURG

CLEARWATER

JR., 74, died March 12,2002.
Survivors include six sisters;

RITES

Survivors include four daugh
ters; three sons; 14 grandchil
dren; three great grandchil
dren; one brother; three sis
ters; and several other rela
tives and friends. Young’s
Funeral Home, Clearwater.

and several nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends. Summers
Funeral Home, Ocala.

WILKINS, GLADYS M„
57, died March 5, 2002.
Survivors
include
three
daughters; one son; six broth
ers; one sister; nine grandchil
dren; one uncle; one aunt; and
several nieces, nephews, other
relatives and friends. Young’s
Funeral Home, Clearwater.

grandchildren; five sisters;
and three brothers. Summers
Funeral Home, Ocala.

RITES
WHITTAKER,

Home, St. Petersburg.

90,

ASHLEY, LEROY, JR.,

MARIE

DUKES, 62, died March 7,
2002. - Survivors include one
son; one daughter; three
brothers; one sjster; four
grandchildren; and several
nieces, nephews, cousins and
friends.
McRae
Funeral

WILLIAMS; MOSIE M„
died March 9, 2002.

Survivors include one sister;
two nieces; one great niece;
two great nephews; one great
great niece;; and several

71,

died March

1,

2002.

Survivors include his wife,
Lillie Ruth Ashley; four chil
dren; five stepchildren; two
sisters; one brother; 26 grand
children; 18 great grandchil
dren; and several nieces,
nephews, cousins and friends.
Young’s
Funeral
Home,
Clearwater.
BASCOMB, PINKIE, 66,
died February 23, 2002.
Suiyivors include one daugh

nieces, nephews, cousins and
other
family
members.
McRae Funeral Home, St.

ter; one sister; one brother;
seven grandchildren; and sev
eral nieces, nephews, cousins
and friends. Young’s Funeral

Petersburg.

Home, Clearwater.

The Family
That Prays
Together Stays
Together

WILLIAM,

HARGRETT, ALBERTA,
66, died March 9, 2002.

HALL, HAZEL C., 85,
died February 28, 2002.
Survivors include two broth
ers; two sisters; and several
nieces, nephews and friends.
Young’s
Funeral
Home,
Clearwater.

OCALA
RITES

Dear Father, You
Have Given So
Much; Give One
Thing More - A
Grateful Heart.
Amen

WILLIFORD, SYLVIA
ANN YOUMANS, 44, died
March 13, 2002. Survivors
include four children; four

Young's
Funeral
Home

PRAYER HELPS
Tn Memorial

Willie See Washington
8/17/01 - 8/17/02
[oued and
Ijij uoai (tuilrand, [FionnsdC,
dauq^ten, IdScfnna and<£a£zina,

Forget not
the Lord
and His
many
blessings!

A Full Service Firm

Robert C. Young

ion,

25onnz

Funeral Director
Since 1975
1005 Howard Street

•

ana
~Cohliaixo-, J\dona,

25 ad, iiiteu and cjiandlzidi

(Corner So. Greenwood Ave.
& Howard)

Clearwater, FL

442-2388

"It's all taken care of'
These were the words that

BLUNT, WALTER, died
recently. Survivors include
two brothers; one sister; one
aunt; and several nieces,
nephews, cousins and friends.
Summers Funeral Home,

6REMATI0N?...FUNERAL?
PLANNING AHEAD
Today we plan ahead for our legal wishes with wills or
Trusts. We make financial arrangements for our retire
ment with IRA's or 401 s.
The most difficult and emotional plans, Funeral or
Cremation arrangements are often left undone for
someone else to agonize over...
at abbey-parklawn funeral home we believe that
planning ahead is the finest gift one can give to their
loved ones, we maintain complete files for your pre
arrangement needs. Our facility has Mausoleum, Niches
and ground spaces at "Discounted" prices for pre-plan
ning Our at-need staff and pre-need staff are here to
answer your questions and help in any way we can...Call
us toll free @ 1-800-226-3012.

“Locally owned...Family operated"

Now Open To Serve
beremty
,'S
Memorial

family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.

Funeral
nume, inc.
A Full Service Parlor

brought calm to me when my

We just placed one call to

Elder Leon Lavell Thomas, Sr.
ruunuer/cxecuuve uirector

• Professional Staff • Casket Display
• Cremations • Urns Available
832 N.E. 5th Street (Hwy. 44), Crystal River

1-866-564-1408

McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.

/fone,

So that your funeral is fully funded and won't be a financial bur
den on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and dis

“Personalized with the Utmost

cuss how you can guarantee the future price at today's cost.

Dignity, Confidence and
Understanding.”
Limousine Rental Service

351-0566
2238 NW 10th St.
Ocala, FL34475

Lillie T. Shelton, L.F.D.
Alvis Summers, L.F.D.
Notary Public

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get resuIts!
GOD BLE&& AMEDICAI

Hark JFarta
WE WELCOME YOUR
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

BRICK
3BD/2BA

BEAUTY BOOTH
RENTAL

Pets ok. Remodeled
inside, CHA, Patio,
Priv. fence. $600/mo.
(727) 322-1916

Send Your Letters to:
The Weekly Challenger
. 2500 M.L. King St. S.

1531 - 16th STREET SOUTH
PHONE 727-894-051 1

** ALL NEW**
* * 4 BD/XBA * *
Formal Dining Rm,
Fireplace, CHA, Fenc’d,
pets, Sec 8 ok. $650/mo.
(727) 322-1916

ATTENTION
SENIORS
Trinity House
Apts.

NEWS
DEADLINE
IS 4 RM.
MONDAY

$75 Per Week
and all utilities paid
Air Conditioned

Opening May
2002
1 BR Apartments
Rent based on
income for 62+
Applications
available at

CITY OF
ST. PETERSBURG

’ EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

The HospICe
OK THE FLORIDA SUNCOAST

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977
A Unique Profession!!
Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications
RNs, LPNs
(FL License Required)
&HHA./CNAS
(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

6 Months
$18
10

Annual
$30
18

State

SUPERVISOR

Of

'
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S
r-

dM&ffc

I

i

i-YX

!

SOUTHHERITAGE HEALTH & NMjWy
ft8 22nd Avenue South
St, TVtepibsav, Ft 337(6

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
The Weekly Challenger has an
Immediate Full-Time Opening
Seeking someone proficient in Microsoft Office applications:

Zip Code

[ Phone
Is this a renewal?____ If so, who is your carrier?

|

I ff -»8S8S

j

Name
Address
| city

J& /'

727-823-5145

2500 Dr. M.L. King Street, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Subscrintion:
MaS
Home Delivery

WRXB RADIO STATION IS
SEEKING AN ENERGETIC, SELF
STARTER WITH A MINIMUM OF 2
YRS. SALES EXPERIENCE. COM
MISSIONED. MUST POSSESS
GOOD COMMUNICATION SKILLS
AND BE PERSONABLE. COMMIS
SION ONLY. PLEASE FAX
RESUME TO (727) 321-3025

Employment Division
Office is Located at
One 4th St. N., 4th Floor
Mon., Wed., Fri. Only

PETERBOROUGH APARTMENTS
HUD Subsidized Housing For
Elderly
440 4th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701

Weekly (HjaOtttger

1600 54th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg
727 415-3886

St. Petersburg, FL 33705

On March 16, 1827, the first Black newspaper,
Freedom's Journal, was published in New
York City.

_________

■

-

WORD and EXCEL
Accounting Background and QuickBooks a Plus
Publishing Background Preferred
CALL (727) 822-8996 for details
or submit resume via fax to (727) 823-2568

Make checks payable to:

Weekly Challettyer
ALL ARTICLES SUBMITTED MUST

ATTENTION

BE TYPEWRITTEN

INVITATION FOR BID

TO: OWNERS WHO PURCHASED HOUSES OR

The Pinellas County Housing Authority is requesting sealed bids
from qualified, responsible firms interested in providing all labor,
materials and incidental work for 1) 3 Laundry Buildings, 2)
Playground Equipment and 3) Signage work for the following
project: Site Improvements Project, Rainbow Village, 12301
134th Avenue North, Largo, Florida. Work items may be bid sep
arately.
All bids must be received by Thursday, April 11, 2002 at 10:00
a.m. local time and will be publicly opened at: Pinellas County
Housing Authority, 11479 Ulmerton Road, Largo, Florida 33778,,
Attn. Albert Meza. Envelopes must be sealed and clearly marked
on the outside with the bidders name and address, project name,
bid due date, and time. Bidders may obtain, at their own nonrefundable expense of $25.00, plans, specifications and contract
documents from:
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT:
Copley Design Associates, Inc. 1666 LaneyDrive
Palm Harbor, Florida 34683
727 787-2840
A pre-bid conference will be held at Rainbow Village Community
Center, -Largo, Florida at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday April 2, 2002.
Questions regarding this IFB should be directed to Copley Design
Associates, Inc.

OTHER STRUCTURES AFTER MAY 3,1999,
WITH LOUISIANA-PACIFIC EXTERIOR INNER-SEAL®
SIDING INSTALLED BEFORE JANUARY 1, 1996.
THUS NOTICE MAY AFFECT YOUR RIGHTS.

PLEASE READ IT CAREFULLY.
If you purchased a home or other qualifying structure in the United States before
May 3,1999, this Notice does not apply to you. If you acquired a home or other qualifying
structure on or after May 3,1999, on which exterior Louisiana-Pacific ("LP") Inner-Seal®
Siding was installed prior to January 1,1996, this Notice may apply to you. In addition, if
you have already filed a claim on the acquired structure in the LP siding class action
settlement (or received an assignment of or any other benefit from another's claim), then
this Notice does not apply to you and you may not opt out of this class action settlement
- even if your claim has not yet been paid.

The Pinellas County Housing Authority reserves the right to
waive minor informalities, reject any part of, or any or all bids if
such action is in the best interest of the Housing Authority.

If this Notice does apply to you, you may be eligible to opt out of this class action
settlement if you wish by filing an Opt Out Request form with the LP Siding Litigation

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION INVITATION
TO NEGOTIATE FOR REAL ESTATE SERVICES
DEP SOLICITATION NO. 2002027C

Claims Administrator. If you do opt out of this class action settlement, you will no longer
be eligible to receive any benefits under the settlement agreement. You would be
permitted, however, to pursue whatever legal remedies may be available to you, LP would
then be permitted to assert any and all legal and factual defenses that were previously
waived under the settlement agreement. In addition, if you elect to opt out, to the extent
that the statutes of limitations and/or repose or any defense of lapse of time have been
tolled by operation of law, they will continue to be tolled until ninety (90) days after
receipt of your Opt Out Request form or for such longer period as the law may provide
without reference to the settlement agreement.
The deadline for filing an Opt Out Request form is June 17, 2002. To request
additional information from which you can determine whether you are eligible to opt out
of the class action settlement or to request either a Claim Form or an Opt Out Request
form, you may write to: LP Siding Litigation Claims Administrator, P.O. Box 3240, Portland,
OR 97208-3240. You may also call the Claims Administrator at 1-800-245-2722. Additional
information is also available over the Internet at www.lpsidingclaims.com

If you have

damaged LP siding that is eligible for compensation under the settlement
agreement and desire to file a claim, you must complete a Claim Form and return
it to the LP Siding Litigation Claims Administrator postmarked on or before
December 31, 2002.

LP Siding Litigation Claims Administrator

Post Office Box 3240
Portland, Oregon 97208-3240
Toll-Free: I -800-245-2722
www.lpsidingclaims.com
NTNW

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection intends to
make available, beginning 3/6/02, DEP Solicitation No.
2002027C entitled “Invitation to Negotiate (ITN) for Real Estate
Services”. The services will include, but will not necessarily be
limited to, the following:
• Acquisition Project Mgmt. Services
• Acquisition Negotiation Services
• Eminent Domain Project Mgmt. Services
• Consulting Services
• Disposition, promotion, Marketing and Negotiation Services
• Auction Services
• Staff Support
• Various Special Project Services
The following services will not be obtained through contract(s)
resulting from this solicitation: Appraisals, Surveying,
Environmental Site Assessment Services, Title or Closing
Services and Legal Services.
Copies of the subject solicitation documents may only
be obtained from the website identified below, Organizations
must have Adobe Acrobat Reader to view and print the solicita
tion documents. Adobe Acrobat Reader may be obtained, free of
charge, at the following website:
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep.html
Organizations interested in participating in this procurement
opportunity may view and download the subject solicitation from
the Florida Department of Management Services Vendor Bid
System. To view the solicitation, go to the following website:
http://fen.state.fl.us/owa_vbs/owa/vbs_www.search.criteria-form
Then use the “Agency” search field to search for advertisements,
for the “Department of Environmental Protection” and click on
“Initiate Search”. Select 2002027C and follow the instructions.
You will have to scroll to the bottom of the advertisement page
and the bottom of the acknowledgement form page to obtain
access to all the documents provided by the system. Responses to
the subject solicitation are due at the address identified in the
solicitation package, no later than 2:00 P.M. EST on April 5,
2002. Responses received after the time/date specified will not be
considered.

PICK OF
THE
WEEK!
7-20-21
35-41-49

City of St. Petersburg

POLICE OFFICER
$30,077 - $45,448
NO CLOSING DATE
Police work involving the protection of life and property through
the enforcement of laws and ordinances. Work involves respon
sibility for the prevention, detection and investigation of crimi
nal activity, while assigned to a specific task or geographic area
on an assigned shift. Work is performed with considerable inde
pendence under general direction of an administrative supervi
sor, with responsibilities to include problem solving activities
while working in conjunctionb with community organizations.
Includes the use and care of firearms, communications equip
ment, gas masks and other necessary equipment. This work
involves the element of personal danger and requires the exer
cise of considerable independent judgement including applica
tion of policy and procedure arid tact. Also, includes the use of
computers to access information and generate reports. The
Police Officer may be assigned to a specialized unit requiring
specialized knowledge, training and work ih units, such as vice
and narcotics, community policing, criminal investigations, etc.
Must be a high school graduate or possess a GED certificate. We
require sixty (60) college hours however, applicants with thirty
(30) college credit hours are eligible to apply. Must be at least
19, and meet all other criteria of the current “Selection Standards
for Police Officer Positions” as set forth by the City of St.
Petersburg.
Selection Process: Personal History Questionnaire, polygraph,
vocational assessment/psychological evaluation, physical agility,
background investigation, medical exam and drug screen.
Applications will be received in the Employment Office, One
Fourth Street North, 4th Floor, Monday - Friday.
Preference in appointment will be extended to eligible veterans
and, in some instances, spouses of eligible veterans. To receive
veteran’s preference, documentation of status must be submitted
at time of application.

